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Hello Fellow Trinity Members!
Can you believe the Fall church schedule and Blessing Sunday
will be here September 12? It feels like summer has lasted
forever (which is nice by the way). The Church Council, pastors, staff and your fellow Trinity members are excited to see
you. We are looking forward to full Sunday School classrooms,
conversation during coffee hour, and of course a sanctuary
filled with Trinity Members singing our praises to the Lord!

Sunday, September 12

Our Sunday morning schedule includes:
 Worship Services at 8:00 am and 9:30 am
 Coffee Hour at 9:00 am and 10:30 am
 Sunday School at 9:45 am (beginning September 19)
 Adult Education at 9:30 am (beginning September 19)
 TLC Youth Group (date and time TBD)
 Celebration Singers rehearsal at 10:30 (beginning
September 19)
INSIDE
THIS ISSUE:

The Pastor’s Column

2

Children, Youth, &
Families

4

Adult Education

5

Calendar

6

General
Information

8

Church Council &
Committees

10

Contact
Information

12

Our Wednesday evening schedule includes:
 Worship at 6:15 pm
 Confirmation classes at 7:00 pm
We are in a period of high transmission of the Delta variant of
the coronavirus. For the love of all Trinity members we are
currently requiring that masks be worn in the church building until the Covid rates decline in Nicollet County. Please
stay tuned for updated recommendations.
We look forward to seeing you at TLC soon!
In Christ,
Trinity Lutheran Church Council

Dear Trinity family and friends, “God’s Work, Our
Hands'' is back this fall with two in-person opportunities
to serve in our community on either Saturday or Sunday. Our goal is to get 80 volunteers for the events.
Please join us on Saturday, September 11, as we get
on the bus and head to Feed My Starving Children in
Chanhassen, MN for a food packing event. Trinity has reserved 60 spots for packing so please
consider volunteering and inviting family and friends. Plus, you don’t have to drive. We’ll gather at
church for a donut and juice at 7:30 am and then get on the school bus by 8:00 am for a drive up to
FMSC. We’ll be back in St. Peter by 12:30 pm.
The other opportunity this year is to help with Trinity’s commitment to our section of Road Side
Clean Up. We’ll meet at church on Sunday, September 12 at 11:00 am and carpool to our section
of road between St. Peter and Mankato. Children 12 and older are welcome. Everyone needs to
wear closed toe shoes. The church will provide the gloves, vests and bags. We’ll share DQ dilly
bars back at the church when the work is done.
Please sign up on the board in the narthex.
The Mission Committee: Andy, Kathy, Deb, Meredith and Pastor Nikoli
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From the Pastor

The Pastors Column

Dear Friends in Christ,
On the Road Again…Leaving On a Jet Plane…Midnight Train
to Georgia…Born to Be Wild (lol)
You may recall I began my last newsletter article a few months
ago that way. I was about to “hit the road” for my sabbatical
and vacation. That June newsletter article included some of
things I planned to do. As usual, time “flies” and I’ve returned
to St. Peter and Trinity Lutheran Church. If you’ll indulge me,
I’d like to use this month’s article to let you know what actually
happened while I was gone.
I read – cover to cover – the books on my sabbatical reading
list! Rather than reading books by a few different authors or
an author whose work was unfamiliar to me, I decided to read
books by someone whose work I know. So, I read In the
Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christian Leadership; Life of
the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular World; Following
Jesus: Finding our Way Home in an Age of Anxiety; and a
companion book to A Spirituality of Fundraising all written by
Henri Nouwen who was a Catholic priest, professor, and theologian.
I chose this author and these books to read because, frankly,
my spirit needed to be renewed, especially after the past year.
From reading other books by Nouwen, I knew he was very
pastoral in his way of writing, reminding his readers of God’s
unconditional and unlimited love and of their call to live as followers of Jesus. The margins of the books I read are filled
with notes I jotted – and I’m certain some quotations from
those books will show up from time to time in my sermons and
other newsletter articles.
In addition to the above reading, I also “attended” a
webinar titled, Hybrid Ministry in a Post-Pandemic
Church. It was a good course, and I anticipate sharing some of the things from my pages of notes with
Trinity’s Council members as well as Trinity’s staff
members.
Of course, sitting with my nose in a book or in front of
a computer screen the entire time I was away would
have defeated the purpose of a sabbatical and certainly a vacation. I’m glad to say I had some great time to
be with family and friends. My mom and I made some
trips to “the lake” where I was able to get on a jet ski
and make some waves. We, along with my brother,
also got some projects done at home in St. James.
We also had a family reunion at my cousin’s daughter’s wedding. It was an outdoor wedding near a lake
and it was, of course, one of the few days this summer
that we had rain. So, “plan B” was quickly created,
and by 4 pm that day, the bride and groom officially

became husband and wife. Not only did I get to have time
with family but it was also great to get together with “old”
friends around St. James this summer.
One of the things I had not anticipated doing this summer
was gaining a Physical Therapist. Some of you may remember that since at least January I had struggled with sciatic nerve pain -- from my derrière to my toes on my left
side. I hoped that being away from an office chair and computer would begin the healing. Butt (sorry, I couldn’t resist lol) it didn’t. So, mid-June I began Physical Therapy at
River’s Edge Hospital. At last—three weeks before my sabbatical and vacation time came to an end – I began to have
some relief from the pain. While I still have a bit of pain, it is
drastically better, and I am grateful that’s the case.
Of course, there’s more I could write about my summer but
little room in this article. Please know I’m happy to visit with
you about my sabbatical and vacation time if you want to
hear about it. I am grateful to the council for granting this
first sabbatical of Trinity’s history. I am also grateful to Pastor Nikoli, the entire staff, and the TLC Companions for their
extra work and service while I was gone.
I returned to the office August 17 and am getting my feet on
the ground once again – just in time for a wild and wonderful
fall schedule and opportunities to share God’s love and the
good news of Jesus, our Savior. I hope to see you soon at
Trinity and around town!
In Christ,
Pastor Joy Ekstedt

Contact the Pastor
Lead Pastor
Joy G. Ekstedt
On Sabbatical

Associate Pastor
Nikoli Falenschek
763-482-1709
pastornikoli@trinitystpeter.org
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Trinity’s Anti-Racism Taskforce (A.R.T.)
On July 23, a letter was sent shortly after the remains of 215+
children of the Kamloops Residential School British Columbia
were found in a mass grave. The letter came from the ELCA
American Indian Alaska Native Lutheran Association asking in
response to this discovery that churches display an orange
banner for 225 days. Why orange? It is symbolic - quoting from
the letter….“it came from the inspiration of a survivor of that
era, Phyllis Webstad, who stated that when she was a 6-yearold girl arriving at a residential boarding school, she was
stripped of her clothes which included a new orange t-shirt her
grandmother had gifted her and was never given back.”
Trinity’s Anti-Racism Taskforce (A.R.T.) has decided to act on
this request and so, on September 26th, an orange t-shirt will
hang from a cross in the sanctuary, starting the 225 days.
Along with this, research is being done to determine exactly the
nation and tribe that Trinity’s builiding sits on, and a plaque with
that information will be posted on one of the pillars leading from
the parking lot into the church, along with a simple orange banner alongside it.
Please know that this response sits firmly within the foundational work the ELCA has done alongside the community of American Indian and Alaska Native Ministries. A strategic plan was
adopted in 1997 in this regard and can be viewed at elca.org.
It is interesting to note that the ELCA’s American Indian and
Alaska Native membership is around 4,850 at this time, with 30
native congregations around the country and is working to open
new faith communities as well.
As an association of American Indians and Alaska Natives
of the ELCA, created in the image of God and empowered
by the Holy Spirit, we are called to serve and love our
neighbor, and promote healing and wholeness within ourselves, the church, society and the Earth. Relationships
with American Indians and Alaska Natives in the ELCA are
firmly grounded in reconciliation and the mutual building
up of the saints — people of all backgrounds, tribes, regions, communities, congregations and unique needs.
Together, we work with a common vision to proclaim the
good news of Jesus Christ, share in the ministry of word
and sacrament, participate in God’s work of reconciliation
in the world and creation, seek justice for all people and
celebrate diversity within Christ’s unifying love. In our
shared work, we strive to nurture and uphold the dignity of
American Indian and Alaska
Native people, their congregations and communities, and
the church. (elca.org Ethnic
Specific and Multicultural Ministries: American Indian and Alaska Native).

Win A Quilt!!
The Stewardship Committee will be holding a drawing on
September 26 for a beautiful quilt handcrafted by our own
Trinity Mission Quilters. The quilt will be on display in the
narthex on Sunday mornings. To enter the drawing, simply
return your Time and Talents Survey by September 20!
Submit either a paper copy to the church office or complete
the online survey on the Stewardship webpage (https://
www.trinitystpeter.org/stewardship.html). For those who
have already completed the survey, you are automatically
entered in the drawing!

It’s September
Red Apples
Blue Sky
It’s September
Falling Leaves
It’s September
Opening doors
Opening books
Opening hearts
It’s September
Time of Wonder
Time of Growing
Timeless treasures
It's September
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Welcome back to
Sunday School!
We are eagerly preparing
for Sunday School and we
cannot wait! Make sure
your child is registered.
You can find the registration form on our website,
on facebook and email.
The first day of SS programming will be September 19 at 9:45
am. A Sunday School Handbook will be sent out to all parents
and available in paper copy on Blessing Sunday.

Summer Trips 2022 Information Meeting
On September 19 at 10:45 am, join us in the Fellowship Hall. We
will be sharing Information about the YouthWorks 2022 Service Trip
for Middle schoolers and ELCA Gathering for highschoolers for parents. We will cover things from why go on a youth trip, what to expect from the trip, financial inquiries, fundraising opportunities and
more! The first 30 minutes will be dedicated to talking about the
YouthWorks trip, following that we will move into talking about the
ELCA Youth Gathering.

Children, Youth and Families

Please RSVP to this information meeting by either filling out the
interest form on our website, sending back the interest postcard that
was sent out to all youth who are eligible or indicate your ‘going’ on
our facebook event page (Summer 2022 Youth Trips Informational
Meeting).

Frolic is designed to minister to families with children 0-36 months old. We’re inviting you to gather
with other young families on the third Sunday of
each month (beginning on September 12), here
at church at 10:45 am. Our gifted and passionate
leaders will lead a short lesson for families with 036 month-old children, which will also provide an
opportunity to connect with friends and peers. If
you are worried about what to do with your older
kids during this time, don’t fret!
Childcare will be provided.

Register for free! Scan this QR code to register

Children and Youth
Programming Director:
Kristie Olson
952-454-1940
programming@trinitystpeter.org
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Adult
Forum
The Adult Forum will begin again at 9:30 am, in the library,
on September 19 with a series on The Spirit Rising.
A light breaks on the eastern front. One tiny little bird peeks
out over the edge of its nest to sound a single note of greeting
to Father sun while over the waters of a Southern Minnesota
lake a spirit is rising, gaining strength and moving across the
waters. What we will do this fall is explore what it means to
say that the spirit rises. Check the September announcements for further details.

Welcome From The Green Team
Living Sustainably: Simple Ways to Care for
the Earth in Your Own Home and Yard

September
Your library is open and ready for you to enjoy! Welcome back
as we begin the Frolic, Sunday School, Confirmation, Youth
and Adult Education year! We’ve missed you!
Tell Me About Eternity, Tell Me About Love, Tell Me About
Faith, (E And), by Joel Anderson. A three part series offering
simple stories that illustrate big topics to guide parents with
their deeper discussions with children.
If Peace is. . ., (E Bas), by Jane Baskwill, illustrated by Stephanie Carter. To love and protect and to care for each other.
Peace is: a promise…something we do…always kept by you!
Good Night God, (E Bea), by Holly Bea. A warm and comforting bedtime story sure to soothe a tired child to sleep.
Morning Is A Little Child, (E Ang), by Joan Walsh Anglund.
Small and simple beauties of nature are explored through a
child’s sense of wonder.

Please consider registering for this seminar through the
St. Peter Community Center:
Being more sustainable takes all of us, but there are simple
steps that you can take at home. In this seminar, you will
learn easy ways to create less waste and help protect our
environment. This will include ways to cut back on the use
of single use plastics and having a more sustainable household overall. Register by September 20
Date: Thursday, September 23, 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Location: St. Peter High School Choir Room
Cost: $5 per household, GI-F05

Bible Study
Dig a little deeper into the upcoming readings for
worship with this group in the fellowship hall at Trinity
Lutheran Church. They meet on the second and
fourth Thursdays of the month at 10:30 am.

Ask any of your fellow members who attended the June
22 meeting, what we anti-racism task force members
refer to as A.R.T.101. It was a fun, interesting, enlightening, even memorable evening of sharing our stories.
We want even more of our members to have this experience! Join us on Tuesday, September 21 from 6:30
pm - 8:00 pm, with childcare available. Please sign up
on the board in the narthex. One Body Many Members:
A Time to Talk, Share and Listen.

Adult Education

Second Chance!
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Sunday

Monday

5
9:00 am
9:30 am
2:00 pm
7:00 pm

Coffee Fellowship
Communion Worship Service
Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast

Gods Work. Our Hands

Labor Day—
Offices Closed

Communion Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship
Welcome Celebration for Kristie Olson
Communion Worship Service
Adult Forum
Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
9:45 am First Day of Sunday School
10:30 am Coffee Fellowship
Celebration Singers Rehearsal
10:45 am Frolic Family
2:00 pm Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
7:00 pm Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast

5:00 pm

Worship Service
JOY! Choir Rehearsal
Coffee Fellowship
Worship Service
Adult Forum
Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 am Coffee Fellowship
Celebration Singers Rehearsal
10:45 am Frolic Family
2:00 pm Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
7:00 pm Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast

9:00 am
11:00 am
3:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Public Access (Channel 7)
Broadcast

5:00 pm

Public Access (Channel 7)
Broadcast

27
5:00 pm

Public Access (Channel 7)
Broadcast

Trinity Women Mission Quilting
Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
Executive Committee Meeting
CYF Committee Zoom Meeting
All Committee Meetings

14
11:00 am
3:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm

20

26
8:00 am
8:45 am
9:00 am
9:30 am

7

13

19
8:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
9:30 am

6

5:00 pm Public Access (Channel 7)
Broadcast

12

8:00 am Worship Service
9:00 am Coffee Fellowship
9:30 am Worship Service
Sunday School Blessings
Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
10:30 am Coffee Fellowship
10:45 am Frolic Family
11:00 am Roadside Cleanup
2:00 pm Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
7:00 pm Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast

Tuesday

Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
Finance Committee Meeting
Church Council Meeting

21
9:00 am
11:00 am
3:00 pm
6:30 pm

Trinity Women Mission Quilting
Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
A. R.T. 101

28
11:00 am Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
3:00 pm Public Access (Channel 7) Broadcast
6:30 pm Green Team Meeting
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Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

9:30 am Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Confirmation Orientation

10:30 am Grace Street Bible Study

15

16

1
9:30 am Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Confirmation Leader Meeting

9:30 am Staff Meeting
6:15 pm Worship on Wednesday
Confirmation Blessings
7:00 pm First Day of Confirmation

2:15 pm
6:30 pm

22
9:30 am Staff Meeting
6:15 pm Worship on Wednesday
7:00 pm Confirmation

29
9:30 am Staff Meeting
6:15 pm Worship on Wednesday
7:00 pm Confirmation

17

Grace Street Bible Study

30

Feed My Starving
Children Trip

18
10:30 am Wee’s Orientation

Devotions & Communion
at Benedictine Court.
A.R.T. Meeting

23
10:30 am

7:30 am

24

25
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Offering Options

80 and Over, Happy Birthday!
September

We are so fortunate to have very generous members and
friends that help us Gather, Grow and Go! If you are interested in supporting our ministries here are some options for you:
Text: send message to 844-373-8817 with the amount you
would like to contribute (example: 25).
App: download GivePlus through your app store.
Web: click on the Give button on our website.
Mail: 511 S 5th St, St. Peter, MN 56082
Thank you for your support!

Ann Maland
Verla Reding

Join us for Worship
In person Sunday Mornings at 8:00 am 9:30 am
(beginning September 12)

Online
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/TrinLuth/

Anytime on Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCBL49iFLQ0YNGy01kZAMEIg?view_as=subscriber

St Peter Public Access Channel 7
Sundays at 9:30 am, 2:00 pm, & 7:00 pm
Mondays at 5:00 pm
Tuesdays at 11:00 am & 3:00 pm.

Financial

General Information

Update

Any committees or individuals that have information for the October newsletter need to have
it turned in no later than Monday, September 20.
Please use the Publishing Request Form
which is available in the church office and send
the information to: editor@trinitystpeter.org.
Thank you!

End of July 2021
Spending is $25,550 under budget
Offerings are $21,777 below spending
Offerings are $47,327 below budget

PAGE 9

Worship Assistants
Sunday Service

5

September

12

19

26

Council

8:00

NA

Nancy Kruger

Nancy Kruger

Nancy Kruger

Assistants

9:30

Brian Fell

Brian Fell

Brian Fell

Brian Fell

8:00

NA

Lenny & Diana Miller

Paul & Cary Albers

Paul & Cary Albers

9:30

Bob & Sandi Broeder

Lauren & Kellie Satrom

Joel & Carolyn Darge

Joel & Carolyn Darge

Lay

8:00

NA

Eric Christensen

Cathy Carlson

John Lammert

Readers

9:30

Deb Fichtner

Cindy Steiner

Curt Loken

Sandi Minter

Ushers

Wednesday Service
September
Council

Assistants
Ushers

15

22

29

6:15 pm

Alie Hermanson

Alie Hermanson

Alie Hermanson

6:15 pm

Kathleen Herberg

Jason Bexell

Darrel Hemmingway

Baptisms
Maisyn Kenna Winter
Daughter of Matthew & Karissa Winter

In Memory of
Rebecca Brenke
1011 Hope St. Apt 204
Mankato, MN 56001

Have you had a change
of address or phone
number? Please let us
know.

Mary Jacobsen
May 21, 1930 - August 8, 2021

General Information

August 29, 2021
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Church Council Meeting Minutes — August 10, 2021
Minutes are abbreviated, please visit website for complete
version.
Present: Marc Bachman, Cathy Carlson, Carolyn Dobler, Andy
Elofson, Brian Fell, Nancy Kruger, Doug Minter, Sarah Nelsen,
Barbara Simpson, Pastor Nikoli Falenschek, Jennifer Hubrig,
Absent: Alie Hermanson, Scott Fichtner, Pastor Joy Ekstedt
The agenda for the meeting was approved with one addition.
Business Discussed:

Church Council & Committees

1. Pastor Nikoli’s Report
Bonfire Worship: We’ve completed three of five Bonfire
services, and they’re going really well! Only one of the
three has actually been outside because of rain and heat.
Hopefully, we’ll be outside again before the summer ends!
Kristie has been an amazing help with these services.
Earn-To-Own Program: Our musicians are progressing
really well and are, most importantly, having lots of fun
together. Many of our musicians have been to three bonfire worships and have officially EARNED their instruments!
Gravesides/Funerals: Since our last council meeting, I’ve
had the privilege to walk with the Hermel, Johnson, and
Aanonsen families in their grief.
Baptism: We were able to welcome little Dalton Orde to
the wonderful, baptized family of Christ on August 1.
Rural Minnesota Fellows Program: I have been accepted to the Collegeville Institute’s 22-month program, which
will begin in November. This program convenes ecumenical rural leaders with community leaders from other sectors of rural life. We’ll gather eight times over twenty-two
months (usually for two days at a time).
Food Shelf: You may remember that I serve on
the SPAF Board and serve as the volunteer coordinator. With the leadership of our staff and board
president, we are currently trying to address a
number concerning issues at the shelf. Our staff
and clients have been complaining about racist,
sexist, and other inappropriate behavior perpetrated by our own volunteers, volunteer leaders,
and even board members. I have spent a lot of
emotional energy and strategic skill in trying to
turn a page at the food shelf. Please send prayers and please consider volunteering. We’ve had
folks quit outright when asked about inappropriate
behavior, and I expect more resignations in the
coming weeks. We are looking for volunteers
willing to be kind, empathetic, willing to learn, and
excited to meet their community neighbors.
Holy Communion Series: We’re in the middle a
five-week series of worship services focusing on
Holy Communion. For this series, we’re having

2.

3.
4.
5.

6.




Holy Communion at every service. So far, I’ve heard many
positive comments and a few people have mentioned that
taking Communion every Sunday might take some getting
used to. I would love to hear from folks how they’re experiencing the five weeks—send me a note or chat!
Covid: With variants and cases on the rise, I think it’s time
to start reconvene the Health Response Team, especially
with programming just around the corner.
Synod Grant: We’ll be receiving a $2500 grant from the
SWMN Synod to build on our earn-to-own program. These
monies will buy professional music lessons for guitar and
cajon (instead of just me, lol) and will also pay our way to
and from various other worshipping communities so that
we might glean expertise and ideas from other worship
leaders.
Treasurer’s Report
Offerings through July were $228,985. This is down
$9,649 from giving through July 2020.
Total expenses through July have been $250,762. This is
deficit of $21,777 between income and expenses. Of
note, we had an “excess” of 108,016 on January 1. That
“excess” is now $85,975.
The budgeted amount through July was $276,312. So our
expenses are running $25,550 below the budgeted
amount through July.
The Controlled Savings Balance was $142,012
The Bank Balance at the end of July was $85,975
Endowment Fund Request: There is a request from
Pastor Nikoli for Curriculum for Frolic, Sunday School,
Confirmation, and HS youth group: See Action Item #2.
Committee Appointment: The property committee requests that Barry Wood be appointed to their committee.
See Action Item #3.
Fundraising Request: There is a request from Kristie
Olson for an annual youth fundraiser. They would like to
“flock” people’s yards with Flamingo’s. See Action Item
#4.
Current Covid Situation: The Health Response Team
met on Monday. They directed us to a tool from the CDC
that tracks the level of community transmission. The levels are categorized as low, moderate, substantial or high.
Nicollet County is currently at the substantial level. They
recommended the following to the Church Council for consideration:
The Health Response Team recommends that mask
wearing be a requirement for attending Sunday School.
The Health Response Team recommends that we continue to encourage the recommendations of the CDC regarding vaccination, social distance, hand washing and masking
The Council discussed these recommendations at length.
See Action Item #5. The Council will reconvene on August 31 to re-evaluate this ever changing situation.
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Responsibilities Assigned: none

COMMITTEES
FINANCE COMMITTEE: Avery Bachman, Scott Borgstahl, Joel
Darge, Scott Fichtner, 2 vacancies
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: Dave Arpin, Wendy Bachman, Joel
Darge, David Detlefson, Casey Dunker, Deb Fichtner, Jennifer
Lammert, Doug Minter
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: Marc Bachman, Deb Fichtner,
Al Hewitt, Darrell Jodock, Jim Kruger
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Caroyn Dobler, Sandi Francis, Bev
Pillers, Cindy Steiner, 3 vacancies
ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE: Nancy Hanson, Barbara
Simpson, Jim Timmerman, 3 vacancies
CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES COMMITTEE: Alie Hermanson,
Kelsey Janni, Eva Kracht, Will Nelsen, Kristi Portugue, Joni Seitzer,
2 vacancies
COMMUNITY LIFE COMMITTEE: Wendy Bachman, Lynn Burg,
Kristie Gurrola, Nancy Kruger, Avis McDaniel, vacancy
MISSION COMMITTEE: Andy Elofson, Deb Fichtner, Kathy Schulz,
Meredith Young, 2 vacancies
PROPERTY COMMITTEE: Marc Bachman, Jeff Feder, Tom
Kretschmer, Keith Oeltjenbruns, Nick Sykora, Barry Wood
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: Brenda Dent, Carolyn Dobler, Brian
Fell, Tim Kennedy, Edi Thorstennson, vacancy
WORSHIP, MUSIC & ARTS COMMITTEE: Cathy Carlson, Mari
Feder, Emily Kracht, Sandi Minter, Cindy Steiner, vacancy

CHURCH COUNCIL
Sarah Nelsen (President)
Doug Minter (Vice President) Personnel Committee Chair
Vacant (Secretary)
Nominating Committee Chair
Scott Fichtner (Treasurer)
Finance Committee Chair
Barbara Simpson
Adult Education Committee Chair
Alie Hermanson Children, Youth and Families Committee Chair
Nancy Kruger
Community Life Committee Chair
Andy Elofson
Mission Committee Chair
Marc Bachman
Property Committee Chair
Brian Fell
Stewardship Committee Chair
Cathy Carlson
Worship, Music & Arts Committee Chair
Pastor Joy Ekstedt: Oversees Finance, Community Life,
Property, Stewardship, Endowment, Personnel, Nominating, and Worship, Music & Arts Committees
Pastor Nikoli Falenschek: Oversees Adult Ed, Mission,
Children, Youth & Families, and Worship, Music & Arts
Committees

Church Council & Committees

7. Committee Reports
Property Committee: The a/c unit for the narthex
needs to be replaced. See Action Item #6. Since
our building is only unlocked during office hours
now the committee is looking into a keycard lock
system. They are looking into getting air exchangers on all our furnaces to meet the air quality specifications recommended by ISG.
Community Life: They are working on planning
Barry’s retirement party on August 29 at 10:30 am.
Children, Youth and Family: No report at this time.
Worship, Music and Arts: They are considering
whether or not to stream the Wednesday night services due to the extensive requirements for copyright when posting to the internet.
Mission: They continue to serve meals at Estate
Apartments two times per month. They are working
on an opportunity for us to serve at “Feed My Starving Children”. They are also planning for the God’s
Work, Our Hands event on September 12.
Adult Education: Adult Forum will resume on September 19 at 9:30 am in the library.
Stewardship: They haven’t received as many Time
and Talents survey responses as they would like so
they are going to offer an incentive of a drawing for
a quilt and other modest prizes. They are planning
the Fall commitment campaign and congregational
meal that will culminate on Commitment Sunday,
November 14.
Actions Taken:
1. Motion M/S/P to approve the minutes of the July
Council meeting.
2. Motion M/S/P to approve the endowment request
from Pastor Nikoli for CYF curriculum. Up to $150 for
Frolic and up to $900 for Sunday School to be taken
from the Sunday School Endowment Fund. Up to
$900 for Confirmation and up to $300 for Youth
Group to be taken first from the remainder of the CYF
Endowment Fund then from the Christian Education
Fund.
3. Motion M/S/P to appoint Barry Wood to the
Property Committee.
4. Motion M/S/P to approve the annual “flocking”
fundraiser.
5. Motion M/S/P (with one dissenting vote) to follow
CDC recommendations – If you are not fully
vaccinated you should wear a mask in indoor
public spaces. If you are fully vaccinated you
should wear and mask in indoor public spaces
when you are in an area of substantial or high
transmission.
6. Motion M/S/P to contract Lenny Miller to replace
the a/c unit for the narthex at a cost of $3,003 to
be taken from the Building Improvement Fund.
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507 - 934 - 4786
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Lead Pastor:
Associate Pastor:
Children and Youth Programming:
Church Secretary:
Financial Sec./Admin. Asst:
Organist/Pianist:
Celebration Singers Director:
JOY! Choir Director:

Joy G. Ekstedt
Nikoli Falenschek
Kristie Olson
Kristen Thomas
Jennifer Hubrig
Judy Maharry
Annette Meeks
Nancy Sizer

507-519-1004
763-482-1709
952-454-1940
507-934-4786
507-934-4786
507-934-4786
507-934-4786
507-934-4786

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:30 am to 5:00 pm
Friday
8:30 am to
12:00 pm

pastorjoy@trinitystpeter.org
pastornikoli@trinitystpeter.org
programming@trinitystpeter.org
office@trinitystpeter.org
finance@trinitystpeter.org
music@trinitystpeter.org
music@trinitystpeter.org

