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Farewell From Kristie
August 3rd, will be my last day serving the congregation
of Trinity in this capacity. I am so thankful for the opportunity to serve, grow and learn in this space. While
this is a bittersweet transition, I know Trinity has something so special and I am confident that God is doing
great work here. I invite you all to Bonfire worship on
August 3rd, for worship and I would like to see you
there. Bonfire is at 7:00 pm in the courtyard, for more
information you can contact Nikoli or myself. Peace
and blessings to you all.
~ Kristie Olson
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The Adolescent Chemical Wellness Advocates Coalition, housed by Nicollet County, is hosting a
community event with Cory Greenwood, a youth mental health motivational speaker whose message
is “Your Story Matters." This presentation will be geared toward parents and the community at large.
There will be displays aimed at equipping our local families withcommunity resources for adults,
children, and families pertaining to mental health and chemical dependency services.
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From the Pastor
Ephesians 1
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
To the saints who are in Ephesus and are faithful in Christ
Jesus: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the
good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and
insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according
to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance,
having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who
were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of
his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our
inheritance toward redemption as God's own people, to the praise
of his glory.

more. We at Trinity got to do some amazing things, too:
we did VBS, traveled to Rapid City, sent some high
schoolers to Montana, sent students to camp, had bonfire
worship services, hosted our South African missionary,
heard from one of our own's experience in Ukraine, and
more! We've been busy!
But, we know that you've been busy, too. And, as much
fun as we've had here at the church, we also want to
know about the extra cool things you've been doing this
summer. So, please send us a picture and brief description—we're going to put together a "TLC On The Go"
slideshow presentation and put it on display when you
come to church on September 11.

So, follow this link (https://forms.gle/vN8fC8vb19SJggf79)
or scan the QR code; it'll transport you to a form where
you can upload your photo and tell us what's happening in
the picture.
Blessings be on you and yours as you finish out these
summer months!
In Peace,
Pastor Nikoli

The Pastors Column

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward
all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for
you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come
to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to
the working of his great power. God put this power to
work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far
above all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and above every name that is named, not only in this
age but also in the age to come. And he has put all
things under his feet and has made him the head over
all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness
of him who fills all in all.
As you already know, summer time is BUSY!!! We get
to fill these long days with play dates, trips to the lake,
family outings, sports, hot-dog-holidays, and so much

Contact the Pastor
Lead Pastor
Joy G. Ekstedt
pastorjoy@trinitystpeter.org

Associate Pastor
Nikoli Falenschek
pastornikoli@trinitystpeter.org
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Vacation Bible School Fun!

Register for Children and
Youth Programming 2022-2023

Children and Youth
Programming Director:
Kristie Olson
952-454-1940
programming@trinitystpeter.org

All of the information for registration will be sent
to your email, posted on facebook, and up on
the Trinity website. This year we have Frolic,
Sunday school, Confirmation, Combined Youth
Group and Summer Trips. Registration will be
open August 1 – August 31.

Children, Youth and Family

It’s that time of the year again! Time to get your
kiddos and youth registered for an awesome
year of learning about God, their faith and so
much more. Registration is now OPEN!
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From the Green Team

Ways to Refuse Plastic
Check your trash and recycling bin. Yep, we really mean analyze your trash. Take note of the places where you use singleuse plastics the most. Plastic wrap? Straws? Coffee cups and
lids? Disposable silverware? Tea bags? Focus on shifting in
the areas where you use plastic the most, as you’ll have the
biggest impact.
 Purchase a to-go cutlery set that includes silverware and a
straw. Then kindly request that silverware and straws not
be included in your to-go order.
 Buy in bulk. Bring your own containers to the grocery store
to utilize the bulk section. It’s easy! Just weigh your empty
container to mark the starting weight, add your desired bulk
item, and then mark the product code.
 Re-use glass bottles from grocery items like salsa, tomato



Adult Education





sauce, jelly and more, so that you can put your leftovers in glass, rather than disposable plastic storage containers.
Bring your own water bottle and coffee cup with you
when you leave for the day. You never know when
you might need them.
Carry reusable shopping bags. We recommend
storing some in your car, purse, or backpack so
you’re never without.
Skip the plastic bags in the produce section. Instead, purchase a set of reusable produce bags.

Have fun with it! Challenge yourself to find plastic-free
versions of your favorite items or foods. Need some
ideas? Try unwrapped waxed cheese wheels. Bring
your own container to the restaurant, deli counter, or
butcher. Make your own yogurt or granola bars. Skip
the tea bags and buy from bulk instead.

What Would Archie Bunker Do?
The Anti Racism Team has a NAME CHANGE Effective
July 10, 2022. We are now called, “dei.B” (diversity, equity,
inclusion, and BELONGING). We are excited for the name
change and hope we can continue to bring more people to
the table for important conversations.
We are also excited for our next project, “What would Archie
Bunker do?” We are hosting a viewing party and discussion
group based on the hit TV show of the 1970s. The event
will be held at Trinity on Sunday, August 7, from 7:00 pm to
8:30 pm. Please join us Sunday night as you return from
camping, cabins and all your summertime fun. We’ll be
making some popcorn and enjoying root beer floats as we
watch an episode of, “All in the Family”. Quoting in part
from a Salon article from September of 2015.
In 1971,"All in the Family" dared for the first time to use racist language and racially themed jokes in prime-time entertainment. Its ratings success convinced the networks (and
the advertisers) that racial comedy could make for profitable
prime-time entries.
Many journalists, politicians, and scholars were deeply worried about "All in the Family’s" effect on racial relations.
Why did “All in the Family” manage to top the ratings for five
years straight, public commentators asked.
Today, 40 years after the sitcom ended, historians have
concluded there was no "silent majority" of racists cheering
on Archie Bunker. Rather, for most viewers in the U.S., the
show furthered racial tolerance.”
We welcome ALL to church on August 7 for a night to laugh,
learn and love.
The dei.B Team-Judy, Sandi, Barb, Mel, Jason, Carolyn,
Beverly, Meredith, Pastor Joy Ekstedt, and Pastor Nikoli
Falenschek.

Fast Lane to a Clean Future
Electricity and transportation are responsible for 55% of
U.S. climate pollution. The country needs to make big
changes to stave off the worst climate impacts. The following priorities are suggested by a recent Princeton University
Net Zero America Study.
50 million electric cars, 1 million electric buses and trucks, 3
million public charging stations, 23% of homes with electric
heat pumps, 4X more solar and wind, 60% more transmission lines. The benefits are $5,300 saved for each EV buyer, 1 million jobs created by a transition to zero emission
transportation and 200,000 to 300,000 lives saved by a
clean economy that produces zero net pollution by 2050.
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August
Please stop in to see these featured books
and browse for others! Please check in your
homes for Trinity library books that need to be
returned. We are missing books from last
year.
Hopeful Monsters, (F Mck), By Roger
McKnight. Everyday folk struggling with
hardships, self-doubt and social indifferences. A fictional reflection of Minnesota’s
people. Explore our state’s transformation
from a homogeneous northern European
ethnic enclave to a multi-international American state.
Lure of The Big Catch, (JF), by H. Norman Wright. A fisherman’s reflections
on the Things That Matter. Wise insights on people and how fishing experiences relate to living a full, joyful life.
Around the World, (J 13), by Melissa Paredes. A Look at Languages
from A to Z. Missionary kids share
their adventures making new
friends in different countries around
the world. Learn about your heart
language, the one you dream in,
think in, and talk to God in.
Two new books by Bob Douglas, Emeritus
Professor of Geography at Gustavus Adolphus College:
Two Prairies One Place, (13.1 Dou). Environmental history of the Kasota tall grass
prairie and limestone and sandstone mining operations.

Join us on Sunday,
September 11
10:00 am to 12:00 pm.
We'll have multiple projects to work on to support our community of St. Peter and Around the World.
Stay for 20 minutes or the entire time. Snacks, lemonade,
and coffee will be provided.

Can You Help?
Dear Members of Trinity Lutheran Church,
There is a long-standing tradition at Trinity Lutheran Church
that when someone is in need, members from the Trinity family
step up to help. Right now the Women of the ELCA need your
help.
We are looking for enough volunteers to form groups of funeral
workers. Volunteering for just a few hours to serve funeral
meals can warm your heart when you realize how important
your service is to grieving members of your Trinity family.
If you are able to assist us, please contact the church office
with your name and contact information. Or fill out your information below and leave it in the church office or the offering
plate. Someone from the WELCA group will contact you with
more information.
Thank you for your consideration in this important service to
your Trinity community.
Name: __________________________________________
Contact Information: _______________________________
(email/text/phone)
Days Available:
MON TUE WED
THU FRI
SAT

Trinity Women

A Minnesota River Valley Reader, (13.1
Dou). Geographical research and descriptions of Native Americans living
around Swan Lake in Nicollet County
and the Traverse des Sioux pioneer
town settlement.

"God's Work,
Our Hand's"

“Remember whenever you’re in a position to help someone, be
glad and always do it because that’s God answering someone
else’s prayers through you.
--- @Christopher Ferry
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

2
5:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

7
8:30 am Coffee Fellowship
9:00 am Summer Worship Service
Riverblenders
11:00 am Dale Buss and Lori Tuma Wedding
7:00 pm What would Archie Bunker do?

14

Executive Committee Meeting
CYF Committee Meeting
All Monthly Committee Meetings

8

9
5:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting
7:00 pm Church Council Meeting

15

16
7:00 pm

8:30 am Coffee Fellowship
9:00 am Summer Worship Service

dei.B Team Meeting

21

22

23

28

29

30

8:30 am Coffee Fellowship
9:00 am Summer Worship Service

Sunday School teacher meeting
8:30 am Coffee Fellowship
9:00 am Summer Worship Service
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Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

6

10

11

12

13

17

18

19

20

26

27

9:30 am Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Bonfire Worship

9:30 am Staff Meeting

3:30 pm Devotions & Communion
at Benedictine Court

9:30 am Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Bonfire Worship

24
9:30 am Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Green Team Meeting

31
9:30 am Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Confirmation Leader
Meeting

25
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Crossword Puzzle
Across:

Down:

2. Place of torment

1. Leader of Israel

8. Lamb

3. Satan

9. Jesus' brother

4. Born again

11. David's father

5. Whale's supper

14, Tribe of Israel

6. First worship building

16. __ commandments 7. Used a fleece
18. Peter

10. Last O. T. book

19. Abraham's wife

12. First born son in Bible

21. Wilderness food

13. 23rd O. T. book

22. Jesus' betrayer

15. Isaacs's father
17. Prophet of Ahab's day
20. Became a serpent for
Aaaron

Answer Key can be found on page 11.

Financial
Update

General Information

In Memory of
Ann Malalnd
September 9, 1924 – July 21, 2022

End of June 2022
Spending is $5,208 under budget
Offerings are $79,329 below spending
Offerings are $84,538 below budget

Offerings to date

Spent to date

Budgeted to date

$170,961

$250,291
$255,499
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Worship Assistants
August

7

14

21

Rita Gibbs

Rita Gibbs

28

Acolytes

9:00

Council
Assistants

9:00

Rita Gibbs

Ushers

9:00

Irene Hoehn
Dee Swenson

Lauren Satrom
Kellie Satrom

Lay
Readers

9:00

John Lammert

Curtis Loken

Heidi Christensen
Sandi Minter

Rita Gibbs

N/A

Altar Care
Coffee
Fellowship
Hosts

Rita Gibbs

N/A

8:30

Offering Options

Please use the Publishing Request Form which is
available in the church office and send the information to: editor@trinitystpeter.org. Thank you!

General Information

Any committees or individuals that have information
for the September newsletter need to have it turned
in no later than Saturday, August 20.

We are so fortunate to have very generous members
and friends that help us Gather, Grow and Go! If you are
interested in supporting our ministries here are some
options for you:
Text: send message to 844-373-8817 with the amount
you would like to contribute (example: 25).
App: download Vanco Mobile through your app store.
Web: click on the Give button on our website.
Mail: 511 S 5th St, St. Peter, MN 56082
Thank you for your support!

Church Council & Committees
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COMMITTEES
FINANCE COMMITTEE: Avery Bachman, Robert Broeder, Mikkel
Haugen, John Lammert, 2 vacancies
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: Dave Arpin, Wendy Bachman, David
Detlefson, Casey Dunker, Deb Fichtner, Jennifer Lammert, Kayla
Siewert
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: Marc Bachman, Deb Fichtner, Al
Hewitt, Darrell Jodock, Jim Kruger
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 6 vacancies
ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE: Al Behrends, Nancy Hanson,
Bill Nelsen, Barbara Simpson, Jim Timmerman, 1 vacancy

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES COMMITTEE: Alie Hermanson,
Eva Kracht, Will Nelsen, Kristi Portugue, Joni Seitzer, Nancy Sizer,
Maggie Weideman, 1 vacancy
COMMUNITY LIFE COMMITTEE: Wendy Bachman, Lynn Burg,
Nancy Kruger, Avis McDaniel, 2 vacancies
MISSION COMMITTEE: Mel Bexell, Sandi Francis, Meredith Young,
Barb Zust, 1 vacancy
PROPERTY COMMITTEE: Jeff Feder, Keith Oeltjenbruns, Cody
Olstad, Leo Strong, Nick Sykora, 1 vacancy
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: Jason Bexell, Brenda Dent, Carolyn
Dobler, Tim Kennedy, Edi Thorstennson
WORSHIP, MUSIC & ARTS COMMITTEE: Cathy Carlson, Deb
Dixon, Mari Feder, Emily Kracht, Paul Matzke, Nancy Roessler.

Sarah Nelsen (President)
Kayla Siewert (Vice President) Personnel Committee Chair
Rita Gibbs (Secretary)
Nominating Committee Chair
Bob Broeder (Treasurer)
Finance Committee Chair
Jim Timmerman
Adult Education Committee Chair
Alie Hermanson Children, Youth and Families Committee Chair
Nancy Kruger
Community Life Committee Chair
Meredith Young
Mission Committee Chair
Jeff Feder
Property Committee Chair
Carolyn Dobler
Stewardship Committee Chair
Cathy Carlson
Worship, Music & Arts Committee Chair
Pastor Joy Ekstedt: Oversees Finance, Community Life,
Property, Stewardship, Endowment, Personnel, Nominating, and Worship, Music & Arts Committees
Pastor Nikoli Falenschek: Oversees Adult Ed, Mission,
Children, Youth & Families, and Worship, Music & Arts
Committees

Church Council & Committees
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Contact Information

507 - 934 - 4786
office@trinitystpeter.org
www.trinitystpeter.org

Lead Pastor:
Associate Pastor:
Children and Youth Programming:
Church Secretary:
Church Administrator:
Organist/Pianist:
Celebration Singers Director:
PraiseBAND Director:
JOY! Choir Director:

Joy G. Ekstedt
Nikoli Falenschek
Kristie Olson
Kristen Thomas
Julie Carlson
Judy Maharry
Annette Meeks
Avis McDaniel
Nancy Sizer

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:30 am to 5:00 pm
Friday
8:30 am to
12:00 pm

pastorjoy@trinitystpeter.org
pastornikoli@trinitystpeter.org
programming@trinitystpeter.org
office@trinitystpeter.org
finance@trinitystpeter.org
music@trinitystpeter.org
music@trinitystpeter.org

