The Trinity Times
J U LY 2 0 2 2
Published by Trinity Lutheran Church, Saint Peter, Minnesota, a congregation of the ELCA

Vacation Bible School - Mission Deep Sea!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE:

Trinity’s South Africa Companions

The Pastor’s Column

2

Children, Youth, &
Families

3

Adult Education

4

Trinity Women

5

Calendar

6

General

8

Church Council &
Committees

10

Contact
Information

12

We are delighted to welcome the Rev. Philip and Lou Knutson,
our missionaries and companions serving in South Africa.
They will be leading a forum at First Lutheran Church, St. Peter,
on Saturday, July 9 at 6:00 pm to discuss his ministry in South
Africa. Then, they will be at Trinity on Sunday, July 10 for our
9:00 am worship.
Philip was born in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, to missionary
parents (The Rev. Jim and Arlene Knutson).
Phil works with companion churches, companion synods and
mission personnel throughout southern Africa, including in the
Republic of South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Swaziland, Angola and Mozambique.
He is also a resource person for ELCA-supported Christian
education projects in southern Africa.
Lou Knutson is a high school physics and chemistry teacher.
Please offer a warm TLC welcome to our missionaries!

PAGE 1

PAGE 2

From the Pastor
Dear Friends in Christ,
They are like tiny lanterns that light up the night-time sky
about this time of the year. They dazzle kids and those of us
who are kids at heart with their glow-in-the-dark miniscule
bodies. They flit around bushes, trees, and grassy areas.
They touch down on something for only a second in time. Just
when you think you’re about to capture one or two or a few in
a mason jar, they are gone again in the blink of an eye.

image. God dwells within us, filling us with his love that has
no end and filling us with his light that cannot be extinguished. Share that love of God and the light of God with
everyone you meet, with all of creation.
See you at worship and around town.
In Christ,
Pastor Joy Ekstedt

The Pastors Column

By now, you probably know I’m talking about fireflies … or
lightning bugs. Whatever you call them, they are one and
the same. (They’re also not flies or bugs but rather beetles.)
They are little, fascinating creatures that capture our attention as they momentarily break the darkness. As entertaining
as they are to watch, what is even greater about those tiny,
flying, glowing beetles is that they can serve as reminders for
us of the life God calls us to live.
You and I have the awesome responsibility and privilege of
bearing God’s light in this world. Too often, the world seems
so broken, so dark. Tragic news stories about the war in
Ukraine and about mass shootings in a grocery store or an
elementary school (and too many other places) are but a few
examples of those times of darkness. There are instances,
too, when life or the world around us seems dark… times of
loneliness, illness, un-realized hopes/dreams, broken relationships, and on the list goes.
You and I are here, in this time and in this place, to carry
God’s light every day. Think about the words spoken when
we celebrate a baptism at Trinity Lutheran Church. Near the
end of that celebration, a council person lights a candle from the Christ candle, hands it to someone in
the baptismal family, and says to the newly baptized,
“Walk with the Light of the World. Live in the light of
God’s Word. Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.”
That message is, of course, for us too as God’s beloved and baptized children. You and I are called
and sent to share God’s love and light with everyone. We don’t go alone, you know. We walk with
each other, and we know that Jesus, the Light of the
world, walks with us, too.
So, we have a few things in common with fireflies…
lightning bugs... those glow-in-the-dark beetles. For
one thing, they and we are part of God’s creation,
God’s handiwork. For another thing, just as God has
given those beetles the ability to break through the
darkness, so too has given us that power. But contrary to those little creatures, we are made in God’s

Contact the Pastor
Lead Pastor
Joy G. Ekstedt
pastorjoy@trinitystpeter.org

Associate Pastor
Nikoli Falenschek
pastornikoli@trinitystpeter.org
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Vacation Bible School Fun!

Bon Fire Worship

Children and Youth
Programming Director:
Kristie Olson
952-454-1940
programming@trinitystpeter.org

Children, Youth and Family

Thank you to all of our worshippers who helped make our first
Bonfire Worship service a booming success! We had s’mores,
we had scripture, we had a misting station (to remember our Baptisms of course!) we had the joy of God deep, deep in our hearts!
We would love to see you at the next bonfire worship service on
July 6th at 7:00 pm.
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Thank you Megan Beran for sharing your
experiences and observations about the
current situation in Ukraine.

From the Green Team
A reminder about composting! It is the middle of summer and
with all the fresh fruits and vegetables becoming ripe and us
ending up with lots of food scrapes, skins, and pits, remember
they are compostable.
If you garden the compost is a great fertilizer and if you don't
the city has a site on both ends of town to dump them. At least
you will not be contributing to the landfill! Other items to add;
coffee grounds, filter, pasta, fruits meats, egg cartons, paper
bags and pizza delivery boxes.
If you don’t want to compost at home– just call the city offices,
(Sally Vogel 934-0664) and she will give you a code for the
dumpster.
The yard waste compost facility is just off North Swift Street
(1128 North Swift Street) adjacent to the National Guard Armory also the overflow parking area of Jefferson Fields (enter
at 950 Menk Drive).
Please visit the saintpetermn.gov for additional information.

Adult Education

TAKE ME OUT TO
THE BALL GAME!
What better way to spend a beautiful
summer evening with family and
friends than at the ballpark! Once
again, the Mankato MoonDogs will be hosting faith
nights on Sunday evenings when the MoonDogs
are in town.
The dates are:
July 10, July 17, and July 24
Game time is 5:05 pm for all games.
If interested, please email the church office with your
name, number attending, and the date that works for
you. Tickets are $6 for groups of 10 or more. Add a
meal voucher for only $4 per ticket. The meal includes
a hot dog, pop, and chips.
Sponsored by the Community Life Committee
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July
Look for these featured selections
in July when you stop in to
‘stay cool’ in our Trinity Library! a

Landscapes of the Bible, (1 D), by Georg
Eichholz. These photographs make real
the world of the Old and New Testament.
Many of us have had certain pictures in
our mind when we read the stories of the
Bible. These photographs and texts will
give you a guided tour of the most storied
land on earth.

Trinity Women quilters sent two beautiful quilts to Green Lake
Lutheran Ministries for their 38th annual July quilt auction.
Quilts will be auctioned off live in person on July 23 at Green
Lake Bible Camp in Spicer, MN, and also in the online auction
July 17-23.
For more information contact: www.gllm.org

Teaching Kids to Love the Earth, (I 4),
by Marina Lachecki Herman, Joseph F.
Passineau, Ann L. Schimpf, Paul Treuer.
A collection of 186 earth-caring activities.
This book leads you through a sense of
wonder through curiosity, exploration,
discovery, sharing and passion.

Earth From Above, (J 13.1), by aerial
photographer Yann Arthus-Bertrand and
text by Robert Burleigh. This book shows
and tells the story of the diversity of our
world’s peoples and places.

Two quilts Trinity sent to
Green Lake Lutheran Ministries quilt auction:

Dirt, The Ecstatic Skin of the Earth, (I 4),
by William Bryant Logan. Why does the
universe work the way it does? Our soil is
alive and full
of stories

Trinity Women

For the Beauty of the Earth, (E Pie), by
Folliot S. Pierpoint and illustrated by Lucy Fleming. A timeless celebration of
creation, community, family and faith as
the words of this hymn, written in 1864,
come to life. Read along and sing along.
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Sunday

Monday

3
8:30 am Coffee Fellowship
9:00 am Summer Worship Service

Independence Day

Tuesday

4

5

11

12

Offices Closed

10

6:30 pm Church Council Meeting

8:30 am Coffee Fellowship
9:00 am Summer Worship Service with
Pastor Philip and Lou Knutson

Christikon Trip

17

18
7:00 pm Anti-Racism Team Meeting

8:30 am Coffee Fellowship
9:00 am Summer Worship Service

TLC Camp Week 1

24

8:30 am Coffee Fellowship
9:00 am Summer Worship Service
——————————————————————

TLC Camp Week 2
8:30 am
9:00 am

Coffee Fellowship
Summer Worship Service

19

31

25

26
6:30 am Green Team Meeting
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Wednesday

Thursday

6
9:30 am Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Bonfire Worship

Friday

7

Saturday

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

2:45 pm Devotions at Heritage
Meadows
3:30 pm Devotions at Benedictine
Living Community
5:30 pm Finance Committee

13
9:30 am Staff Meeting

14
3:30 pm Devotions at Benedictine
Living Community

20
9:30 am Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Bonfire Service

21
2:00 pm

Devotions & Communion
at Ecumen Sand Prairie

2:45 pm

Devotions & Communion
Ecumen Prairie Hill

10: 00 am Bridal Shower

3:30 pm Devotions at Benedictine
Living Community

27
9:30 am Staff Meeting

28
2:15 pm Devotions & Communion
at Benedictine Court
3:30 pm Devotions at Benedictine
Living Community

29
5: 00 pm Tyler/Stolee Ihrke
Wedding Rehearsal

30
10: 00 am Tyler/Stolee .
Ihrke Wedding
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Offering Options
We are so fortunate to have very generous members and
friends that help us Gather, Grow and Go! If you are interested in supporting our ministries here are some options for you:
Text: send message to 844-373-8817 with the amount you
would like to contribute (example: 25).
App: download Vanco Mobile through your app store.
Web: click on the Give button on our website.
Mail: 511 S 5th St, St. Peter, MN 56082
Thank you for your support!

Join us for Worship
Services are at 9:00 am Sunday, May 29 through
Sunday, September 4.

Online
Sunday mornings 9:30 am on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/TrinLuth/

St Peter Public Access Channel 7
Sundays at 9:30 am, 2:00 pm, & 7:00 pm
Mondays at 5:00 pm
Tuesdays at 11:00 am & 3:00 pm.

General Information

Summer Greetings
Today’s the day
that summer comes.
Good-bye to cold;
hello to sun!
Hello to rose
and vines of green,
to lettuce leavesoh, hello beans!
Today’s the day
for climbing trees,
for jumping rope
and skinning knees,
for swinging high
and skipping fast,
and reading
books
outside
at last.

Financial
Update

End of May 2022
Spending is $4,464 under budget
Offerings are $63,220 below spending
Offerings are $67,684 below budget
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Worship Assistants
July

3

10

17

24

31

Acolytes

9:00

Council
Assistants

9:00

Sarah Nelsen

Sarah Nelsen

Sarah Nelsen

Sarah Nelsen

Sarah Nelsen

Ushers

9:00

Barb Strong

Sandi & Bob Broeder
Jan & Ron Davis

Sandi & Bob Broeder
Jim & Nancy Kruger

Jim & Nancy Kruger

Irene Hoehn
Dee Swenson

Lay
Readers

9:00

Brenda Dent

Nancy Roessler

Kathy Herberg

Eric Christensen

Altar Care
Coffee
Fellowship
Hosts

N/A

8:30

Brenda Dent

Cathy Carlson

N/A

N/A

Sandi Francis

Please note: If you have made a change to the schedule, it may not be reflected here.

Baptisms
Beckett Bo Sonnenburg
Any committees or individuals that have information
for the August newsletter need to have it turned in
no later than Wednesday, July 20.
Please use the Publishing Request Form which
is available in the church office and send the information to: editor@trinitystpeter.org. Thank you!

June 26, 2022

General Information

Son of Kyle & Claire Sonnenburg
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Church Council Meeting Minutes — June 14, 2022
Present: Scott Fichtner, Kayla Siewert, Rita Gibbs, Jeff Feder,
Jim Timmerman, Nancy Kruger, Carolyn Dobler, Pastor Joy
Ekstedt
Absent: Meredith Young, Alie Hermanson, Cathy Carlson, Sarah
Nelson, Pastor Nikoli Falenschek
Devotions: Nancy Kruger
A. Business Discussed:
1. Pastor Joy’s Report
 Pastoral care - Pastoral care – visits with members over
the phone, in the office, and at care facilities.
 Funeral planning conversations with Leona Miller’s family
and with Adeline Asleson’s family.
 Led two Grace Street Bible studies. It has been great to be
“in person” with people in these studies. We will now take
a break until September.
 May 4 led the last Spring 2022 class lessons for 5-6 grade
confirmation students and for 7-8 grade confirmation students.
 Led new member orientation.
 Attended Trinity’s WELCA Spring Fling event Saturday,
May 14. After not having this event that last few years, it
was wonderful to have the women meet for fellowship
again. Beth Winterfeldt was the guest speaker, sharing her
work in making housing a reality for people.
 Joined the Simpson Forum Planning team for their meeting. Decisions have been made about the topic and the
dates for the 2023 event.
 Prayers and blessings were offered for TLC’s 2022 graduates. The seniors did a great job in participating in the service. A big thank you to Eva Kracht for sharing her life of
faith with us.

Kayla (VP and Chair of Personnel Committee) and
I met with Jen Hubrig for her exit interview.
 Thanks to the anti-racism team for planning and
holding a picnic Sunday. While the weather didn’t
cooperate for a meal outside, those who stayed for
the meal made things bring and cheery inside!
 Summer worship schedule began May 29. Members are already asking to have coffee served after
worship instead of/or along with coffee at 8:30
 This summer needs to be a time for staff and council to consider how we go about our mission in this
time and place and also re-engaging members of
the congregation. I’m working on that and soon will
be drawing others into the conversation.
 Will be taking vacation June 18-25.
2. Pasto Nikoil’s Report:
 Baccalaureate: Our graduation service was held on
May 22 @11am. I’m so proud of this year’s graduates and am grateful that so many of them came
out to worship together! We forgot to put out their












Church Council & Committees



3.







4.




gift bags on the morning of the 22nd, so Kristie or I will
hand deliver them to those who were able to join us for the
service. For those unable to make it on the 22nd, they’ll be
invited to stop by the church to not only pick up their gift
bag, but also pick out a quilt. Thank you Quilting Group for
donating such gorgeous quilts to these young folx!
Confirmation: We ended up having our penultimate class in
the basement of the church because of inclement weather.
This was not the ideal way to finish our year of learning,
but I’m grateful for the adult leaders present for their dedication to keeping us safe and parents informed. The yearend party was a great success, a lot of fun, and a good
way to close the year. The 8th graders began thinking
through their Confirmation projects while on retreat at Gustavus earlier in the year—periodically throughout the summer, I’ll convene these students to continue these plans.
Lunch With A Pastor: This program has yet to happen over
an actual lunch, lol, but our winners nevertheless had lots
of fun bowling at WowZone!
Vacation: I am planning vacation for July 26-28.
Summer Bonfire Worship: Pending approval of the proposed endowment request, we will host Bonfire Worship on
June 22, July 6, July 20, August 3, and August 17 at 7pm.
Earn2Own Program: Pending approval of the proposed
endowment request, the Earn2Own program will continue
in 2022 with five spots for guitar players and three spots for
cajon players. With the aid from the Synod grant, we will
able to cover two lessons per month for each musician at
Scheitels, who will bill us as these are scheduled.
Pastor Nikoli added that Megan Beran would like to share
about her recent trip to Ukraine with a Peace & Healing
message and photos during the sermon time on June 19th.
They also discussed offering that day go to a mission correlated and possible matched donation from TLC, both tbd.
Treasurer’s Report:
Offerings through May were $147,518.
Total expenses through May have been $210,732
The budgeted amount through May was $215,196.
Expenses are running $4,464 below the budgeted amount
through May.
The Controlled Savings Balance was $171,169
The Bank Balance at the end of May was $15,199
Finance Committee Report:
It has been recommended by the Finance committee,
along with the treasurer and the financial administrator, to
apply for a Line of Credit for operating expenses.
Julie got information about a Line of Credit. Trinity can get
a Line of Credit up to $75,000 with interest rate of prime
rate plus 1.25%. This would be unsecured. See Action
Item 3.
Reviewed the treasurer’s month over month report for
the past two years.
Taking into consideration the overlap in wages for both
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COMMITTEES
FINANCE COMMITTEE: Avery Bachman, Scott Fichtner, Mikkel
Haugen, John Lammert, 2 vacancies
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: Dave Arpin, Wendy Bachman, David
Detlefson, Casey Dunker, Deb Fichtner, Jennifer Lammert, Kayla
Siewert
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: Marc Bachman, Deb Fichtner, Al
Hewitt, Darrell Jodock, Jim Kruger
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 6 vacancies
ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE: Al Behrends, Nancy Hanson,
Bill Nelsen, Barbara Simpson, Jim Timmerman, 1 vacancy

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES COMMITTEE: Alie Hermanson,
Eva Kracht, Will Nelsen, Kristi Portugue, Joni Seitzer, Nancy Sizer,
Maggie Weideman, 1 vacancy
COMMUNITY LIFE COMMITTEE: Wendy Bachman, Lynn Burg,
Nancy Kruger, Avis McDaniel, 2 vacancies
MISSION COMMITTEE: Mel Bexell, Sandi Francis, Meredith Young,
Barb Zust, 1 vacancy
PROPERTY COMMITTEE: Jeff Feder, Keith Oeltjenbruns, Cody
Olstad, Leo Strong, Nick Sykora, 1 vacancy
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: Jason Bexell, Brenda Dent, Carolyn
Dobler, Tim Kennedy, Edi Thorstennson
WORSHIP, MUSIC & ARTS COMMITTEE: Cathy Carlson, Deb
Dixon, Mari Feder, Emily Kracht, Paul Matzke, Nancy Roessler.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Sarah Nelsen (President)
Kayla Siewert (Vice President) Personnel Committee Chair
Rita Gibbs (Secretary)
Nominating Committee Chair
Bob Broeder (Treasurer)
Finance Committee Chair
Jim Timmerman
Adult Education Committee Chair
Alie Hermanson Children, Youth and Families Committee Chair
Nancy Kruger
Community Life Committee Chair
Meredith Young
Mission Committee Chair
Jeff Feder
Property Committee Chair
Carolyn Dobler
Stewardship Committee Chair
Cathy Carlson
Worship, Music & Arts Committee Chair
Pastor Joy Ekstedt: Oversees Finance, Community Life,
Property, Stewardship, Endowment, Personnel, Nominating, and Worship, Music & Arts Committees
Pastor Nikoli Falenschek: Oversees Adult Ed, Mission,
Children, Youth & Families, and Worship, Music & Arts
Committees

Church Council & Committees

Jen and Julie, the payroll transition equated
Approximately $14,000; an expense that will not
be ongoing.
The Rental Income Fund (church use) and Building
Improvement Fund are sources, that are not
endowment funds, that can be borrowed from in
temporary short-term situations if needed, with the
plan to repay those funds
 Pastor Nikoli submitted an endowment request for
$3,500 for expenses related to the Earn2Own program and bonfire worships for the summer.
 Funds may come from CYF or General Endowments.
 The Endowment Report was presented for review.
5. Guest: Megan Beran
She shared about her trip to Ukraine and some of the
information she plans to share in her presentation
during next Sunday’s worship service.
5. Committee Reports
 Property Committee: They are getting a few quotes
for roofing options. The new office carpet is installed.
They are getting quotes for HVAC system.
 Community Life: They will be giving out cupcakes for
Father’s Day. Looking into a bicycling group and a
Faith night for a Moon Dogs game.
 Children, Youth and Family: No report.
 Worship, Music and Arts: No report.
 Mission: Trinity is renewing our part in the South Africa Vyhried Circuit. Bill Nelson represented Trinity at
the most recent gathering.
 Adult Education: No report.
 Stewardship: They will be reviewing the Time & Talent sheets for a volunteer booklet.
B. Actions Taken:
1. Motion M/S/P to approve the agenda for the June
Council meeting.
2. Motion M/S/P to approve the minutes of the May
Council meeting.
3. Motion M/S/P to approve applying for the Line of
Credit of $75,000 at First National Bank with Bob
Broeder to have authorized signature for Trinity Lutheran Church.
4. Motion to approve using funds from the Building
Improvement funds with the restriction to retain a minimum of $40,000 in this fund with Julie using her discretion for the day-to-day operations.
 Amendment to the Motion - If Trinity needs additional
operating funds we will; 1st use the Rental Houses
funds using the portion set aside for church use if
there is a shortage of operating funds.
 If the Rental Houses fund is depleted, then 2nd the
Building Improvement funds will be used to cover a
shortage in funds. Leaving a minimum of $40,000
remaining in the Building Improvement funds.
 If the Building Improvement funds are used down to
$40,000 remaining, then 3rd Trinity will use the Line
of Credit to operate.
 The amended motion was seconded and passed
unanimously.
Next meeting: Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 6:30 pm
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507 - 934 - 4786
office@trinitystpeter.org
www.trinitystpeter.org

Lead Pastor:
Associate Pastor:
Children and Youth Programming:
Church Secretary:
Church Administrator:
Organist/Pianist:
Celebration Singers Director:
PraiseBAND Director:
JOY! Choir Director:

Joy G. Ekstedt
Nikoli Falenschek
Kristie Olson
Kristen Thomas
Julie Carlson
Judy Maharry
Annette Meeks
Avis McDaniel
Nancy Sizer

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:30 am to 5:00 pm
Friday
8:30 am to
12:00 pm

pastorjoy@trinitystpeter.org
pastornikoli@trinitystpeter.org
programming@trinitystpeter.org
office@trinitystpeter.org
finance@trinitystpeter.org
music@trinitystpeter.org
music@trinitystpeter.org

