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Who’s New In The Pew?

On Sunday, May 29 we will begin our
Summer worship schedule.
Services will be at 9:00 am on Sundays.

A new member orientation session will be held Thursday evening,
May 12, at 7:00 pm in the fellowship hall. New members will be
received on Sunday, May 15 at either the 8:00 am or 9:30 am
worship service. Those who would like to become new members
are asked to please call the church office no later than Monday,
May 9.

Coffee Fellowship will be at 8:30 am.
The Worship on Wednesday service will
resume in September.

You've Got Mail
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It has come to our attention that some people may STILL
not be receiving email from us when it's sent from our new
church management software. These are very important
communications from us so please check your spam
folder. The email's will be from a Trinity staff email
(xxxxxxx@trinitystpeter.org) followed by "via
breezechms.com". Please mark them as "safe" so you
are sure to get all the important information that we send!
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From the Pastor
Dear Friends in Christ,
Puddles. It seems that this spring has had many rainy, wet,
soggy days and nights … which have led to plenty of puddles.
Adults, you have probably noticed, tend to avoid puddles. We
walk around them. We drive around them if it’s at all possible.
That’s what adults do when it comes to puddles.
Kids, of course see puddles in a different way. Puddles are
inviting. Actually, to kids, puddles aren’t just inviting… puddles are irresistible! They walk straight through puddles.
They stomp through puddles. They jump into puddles. Sometimes, they even sit in puddles.

No one ever said life would be easy, and certainly, no one
ever said being one of Jesus’ followers would be easy. There
are all kinds of “puddles” along the way. You and I can be
assured that we can walk boldly through those times, inspired
and empowered by God. You and I can also trust that Jesus,
our risen Savior, leads us every step of the way!
See you at worship and around town.
In Christ,
Pastor Joy Ekstedt

There’s a life-lesson here… specifically a life-lesson for us as
Christians.
Of course, there are all kinds of puddles in life, like disappointments, unfulfilled hopes and dreams, fears, losses, challenges… you get the idea. We’ve all dealt with those experiences. Jesus’ first followers did, too. Just imagine the hours and
days when they knew Jesus’ lifeless body was in the tomb.
They must have felt like they had lost everything when Jesus
breathed his last breath. It probably seemed as though their
great hopes and dreams were broken, shattered apart. We
know they hid behind locked doors out of fear. I imagine …
I’m certain … I would have been right there with them, afraid
of being hung up on a cross as well. Jesus first followers must
have wondered how they’d face challenges without him.

The Pastors Column

There is a passage in John’s Gospel (20:19-23) that is on the
schedule of readings for the first Sunday after Easter each
year. Those verses from John give us some insight as to what
happened to Jesus’ disciples and for Jesus’ disciples
that first Easter evening. John wrote, “Jesus came
and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with
you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them
and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.’”
It’s one of many places in Scripture that offer a reminder of the gift of the Holy Spirit working in and
through God’s people. Just as Jesus breathed new
life into the first disciples, so too God inspires you
and me. God’s power and presence are breathed
into us, to fill us with new life. God’s power and
presence are breathed into us, to strengthen our
faith. God’s power and presence are breathed into
us, to make us bold followers of Christ.

Contact the Pastor
Lead Pastor
Joy G. Ekstedt
pastorjoy@trinitystpeter.org

Associate Pastor
Nikoli Falenschek
pastornikoli@trinitystpeter.org
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Deep Sea Vacation Bible School
It’s almost time for Vacation Bible School! We have some awesome
things planned for a week full of deep sea fun. VBS will take place
June 12-16 in the evening 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm. All children from K-5
grade are invited. We will also have space available for wee’s/pre’s.
Please contact Kristie directly if you have pre-schoolers interested in
attending VBS. Vacation Bible school registration will open May 8
and the deadline will be June 3 at 5:00 pm.

Children and Youth
Programming Director:
Kristie Olson
952-454-1940
programming@trinitystpeter.org

Children, Youth and Families

The cost is $10 per student, $30 max per family and if you have a
parent/youth willing to volunteer in any capacity, that fee is waived.
Please contact programming@trinitystpeter.org for any additional
questions or information
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Adult
Forum
Sundays at 9:30 am in the Library

All Are Welcome
How does picnic food and chatting with other members of
Trinity sound to you? There is much going on in the world,
but our conversations can be sprinkled with kindness and
laughter, not to mention, a tandem bike ride!
Join us on Sunday, June 5, from 10:30 am to 12:00 pm at
Tremendous Playground (corner of Washington and Grace) at
the Gorman Shelter. If it’s raining, we’ll meet in the Fellowship
Hall at Trinity. We’ll provide hotdogs, vegan burgers, fruit,
chips, and a drink. We’ll have games for young and old, too!
Please RSVP to the church office by June 1, 2022.
507-934-4786 or email office@trinitystpeter.org
This event is sponsored by the Anti Racism Team.

In the Adult Forum we continue to deepen our understanding of
ourselves, our experience of God, and of our place in God’s world
through a look at what we share with the practices and understandings of the other peoples of the world.
The impetus for this and the most recent fora was a conversation I
had many years ago with my Hindu driver when I was traveling in
India. The conversation started when I asked my Hindu driver a
question. The question was, “Why, in India, are there so many
Gods”.
In India, you have a driver because nobody but a professional driver
can safely negotiate Indian traffic and Indian roads. But the driver is
assigned a menial status and no driver ever presumes to be anything more than a menial servant.
But to my absolute astonishment, this driver was no menial servant.
“Barbara”, he said – We had got to the point where he would call me
by my first name -- There is only one God. Don’t you, as a Christian, believe there is only one God?”
I allowed as how, yes, I did, but that everywhere I went in India, I
saw statues and pictures of all kinds of Gods, many different ones
all in one place.

Bible
Study
Adult Education

Join us!
All are invited to TLC the second and fourth
Thursdays of the month for Bible study and
great conversation. We meet in the fellowship
hall at 10:30 am for about an hour.
After our May 26 study, we’ll take a break for
the summer.

He said, “Oh! There are so many forms because God, in India, had
taken on the form of each group of people he met, including the
animals he met, so that they might more easily accept him and form
a relationship with him. Then he smiled disarmingly and said that
God had, for the same reason and to the same end, sometimes
even appeared in the form of a woman.
I had to admit that I had not thought about things quite that way before, started to wonder just who was this most unusual man who
had been assigned to be my driver, and found it useful to listen
more than talk.
It is what he taught me over the next few weeks, and what he has
taught others like me, that we are talking about this month.
~ Barbara Simpson

Bible
Study
Third Monday of each month at 1:30 pm at Realife Cooperative
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May
Poetry!
Books are to be read,
both old and new,
so come to your library
and see what’s for you!
World of Gold, (J 10A), by Lois Rock and illustrated by Sarah Young. An anthology of the
Bible’s poetry and wisdom that will open your
eyes to its treasures. It is better – much better to have wisdom and knowledge than gold and
silver. Proverbs 16:16
On the Farm, Down the Road, (10A Gow), Collected poems by Ronald Gower. His poems sing to
the nature residing in and around all of us. Will
either heal or steal your heart
Hartley Field, (10A Wan), by Connie Wanek. Humor and irony
and family feelings of regard for the past. See if these poems
begin with tea and end with God.

A Spring Thing
Gathering of all Women
A Spring Thing Gathering of all Women of Trinity Church is
planned for May 14 from 10: 00 am to11:30 am in the Trinity
fellowship hall. We will enjoy brunch food items and get to
know new members and reconnect with old friends. Beth
Winterfeldt, a representative from Partners for Affordable
Housing, will update us on working with families and individuals at our local Union Street Place Shelter. We have a few
business items to discuss and
plans for continued church service projects. There is no cost
for the brunch. A free will offering will be available for the benefit of Union Street Place Shelter.
Please come for an enjoyable
time. We appreciate you!
Please sign up on the Women's
Ministry bulletin board

POEMS OF PRAYER & PRAISE, (10A Red), by L. Dale Redlin.
Poetic devotions from the heart of a shepherd, written for the flock.
These poems reflect a Biblical worldview, comfort the afflicted
while also afflicting the comfortable. Timeless poetry.
The Color of Light, (10A MCE), by Marilyn Chandler McEntryre. Poems on Van Gogh’s Late
Paintings. These paintings invite us to see things
in a different light and her poetry is an act of consent to reflect on the artist’s life and faith and
also our own.
Someone Cares, (10A R), by Helen Steiner Rice. Helen began
writing inscriptions for greeting cards with her mission being to
reassure readers of God’s presence and love. Her collected poems on all the universal themes of love, country, others, the future
and God. The greatest need in the world today is love…

Trinity Women of the ELCA

Trinity Women

The Mission Group of Trinity Women continues to
collect for Baby Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief
through the month of May.
Items needed for the kit:
 Lightweight cotton t-shirts (no Onesies)
 Long or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers
(without feet)
 Receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton or
flannel (about 36" by 52")
 Cloth diapers, flat fold preferred
 Jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood
 Jacket, sweater or sweatshirt without a hood
(then include a baby cap)
 Socks
 Hand towels (dark color recommended)
 Bath-size bars of gentle soap (8 or 9 oz size)
Please put items in the brown bins in the narthex
marked "Baby Care Kits".
Thanks in advance for helping us with this project.
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Sunday

Monday

1

2

8:00 am
8:30 am
8:45 am
9:30 am

Communion Worship Service
Celebration Singers Rehearsal
Coffee Fellowship
Communion Worship Service
Adult Forum
9:45 am Sunday School
11:30 am Shepherd Appreciation Party
Worship Service
Celebration Singers Rehearsal
Coffee Fellowship
Worship Service
Adult Forum
9:45 am Last Day of Sunday School

16
1:00 pm Hope Circle Bible Study
at Realife Cooperative

22
Worship Service
Celebration Singers Rehearsal
Coffee Fellowship
Worship Service
Adult Forum
11:45 am Baccalaureate Worship Service
1:00 pm Bridal Shower

9:00 am Summer Worship Service
8:30 am Celebration Singers Rehearsal
8:30 am Coffee Fellowship

17
9:00 am Trinity Women Mission Quilting
7:00 pm Anti-Racism Team Meeting

23

8:00 am
8:30 am
8:45 am
9:30 am

29

10
5:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting
6:30 pm Church Council Meeting

15

Communion Worship Service
Celebration Singers Rehearsal
Coffee Fellowship
Communion Worship Service
Adult Forum

Trinity Women Mission Quilting
Executive Committee Meeting
CYF Committee Meeting
All Monthly Committee Meetings

9

8:00 am
8:30 am
8:45 am
9:30 am

8:00 am
8:30 am
8:45 am
9:30 am

3
9:00 am
5:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

8

New Member Sunday

Tuesday

24
6:30 am Green Team Meeting

Memorial Day
Holiday—Offices Closed

30

31
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Wednesday

Thursday

4
9:30 am Staff Meeting
6:15 pm Communion Wednesday
Worship Service
7:00 pm Confirmation
7:30 pm Combined Youth Group

11
9:30 am Staff Meeting
6:15 pm Wednesday Worship
Service
7:00 pm Confirmation

Saturday

5

6

7

12

13

14

5:00 pm Families on a Mission

10:00 am Trinity Women
Spring Thing

10:30 am Grace Street Bible Study

18
9:30 am Staff Meeting
6:15 pm Wednesday Worship
Service
7:00 pm Confirmation

19

20

21
9:30 am Visitation for
Leona Miller

2:15 pm Devotions & Communion
at Benedictine Court

11:00 am Memorial service
for Leona Miller

25
9:30 am Staff Meeting

Friday

26
10:30 am Grace Street Bible Study

27

28
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Welcome Back Brunch crew hard at work!

Offering Options
We are so fortunate to have very generous members and
friends that help us Gather, Grow and Go! If you are interested in supporting our ministries here are some options for you:
Text: send message to 844-373-8817 with the amount you
would like to contribute (example: 25).
App: download Vanco Mobile through your app store.
Web: click on the Give button on our website.
Mail: 511 S 5th St, St. Peter, MN 56082
Thank you for your support!

Join us for Worship
Sunday mornings through May 22
8:00 am 9:30 am
Wednesday evenings at 6:15 am
Summer worship begins Sunday May 29 at 9:00 am

Online

Sunday mornings 9:30 am on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/TrinLuth/

St Peter Public Access Channel 7
Sundays at 9:30 am, 2:00 pm, & 7:00 pm
Mondays at 5:00 pm
Tuesdays at 11:00 am & 3:00 pm.

Financial

General Information

Update

End of March 2022
Spending is $16,941 under budget
Offerings are $33,931 below spending
Offerings are $50,872 below budget
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Worship Assistants

1

May
Acolytes

Council
Assistants

22

29

Jenny Winters

Starts 9:00 am

Brielle Romasiewicz

Summer Sched.

8:00

Jim Timmerman

9:30

Rita Gibbs

Rita Gibbs

Rita Gibbs

Rita Gibbs

* Rita Gibbs

Dave Johnson
Joanne Johnson
Duane Krenz
Curt Loken

Mary Jo Erickson
Dennis Erickson
Duane Krenz
Curt Loken

Mary Jo Erickson
Dennis Erickson
Wendy Bachman
Nancy Braun

Joan Davis
Terry Davis
Wendy Bachman
Nancy Braun

* Scott Fichtner
Deb Fichtner

Kathy Herberg

Eric Christensen

Cathy Carlson

John Lammert

Curt Loken

Sandi Minter

Al Behrends

Jason Bexell

Ushers

9:30
8:00
9:30

Altar Care
Coffee
Fellowship
Hosts

15

8:00
9:30

8:00

Lay
Readers

8

Jim Timmerman

Rita Gibbs

* Mari Feder

Rita Gibbs

8:15
* Time change, 9:00 am service time on April 29.

Wednesday Service

May

4

11

18

25

Acolytes

Lyle Drew

Sophie Meyer

Sophie Meyer

Sarah Cooke

Council
Assistant

Alie Hermanson

Alie Hermanson

Alie Hermanson

Alie Hermanson

Usher

N/A

Please note: If you have made a change to the schedule, it may not be reflected here.

General Information

Any committees or individuals that have information for
the June newsletter need to have it turned in no later
than Friday, May 20. Please use the Publishing Request Form which is available in the church office and
send the information to: editor@trinitystpeter.org. Thank
you!
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Church Council & Committees

Church Council Meeting Minutes — April 6, 2022
Minutes are abbreviated, please visit website for complete version.
Present: Brian Fell, Cathy Carlson, Scott Fichtner, Kayla Siewert,
Meredith Young, Rita Gibbs, Jeff Feder, Jim Timmerman, Pastor
Joy Ekstedt,
Absent: Alie Hermanson, Sarah Nelson, Nancy Kruger, Pastor
Nikoli Falenschek
Devotions: Cathy Carlson
A. Business Discussed:
1. Pastor Joy’s Report
 Pastoral care—Resumed Devotions and Holy Communion at
Benedictine (assisted living), met with family for funeral plans,
and led funeral for Rosella Palmquist-Sexe.
 Created Appreciative Inquiry questions and led that part of the
Committee-Council Retreat on March 5. Led Grace Street
Bible study sessions – two per month. We have one more of
Harry Wendt’s lessons from the Road to Coronation (will finish
just before Holy Week). Will discuss our next topic to being
after Easter.
 Led all four sessions of the First Communion instruction for
older youth.
 An interview team was put together in February to consider
and interview candidates for the Church Administrator position.
 Mid-week Lenten soup suppers are back! It has been great to
see people in the fellowship hall again sitting at tables, visiting, and sharing a meal together.
 Was able to attend part of an Anti-Racisim Team meeting
(after an interview for the Church Administrator position) and
heard about the start of plans for an event in June.
 Maundy Thursday and Good Friday worship services are happening at 7:00 pm each evening. Please attend and
invite family, friends, and neighbors to join you. Easter Sunday worship services are at 8 and 9:30.
 I, along with Sandi Francis are Trinity’s representatives to the Circle of Welcome. There’s been a
“glitch” however – which led one of the congregations
opting out of the ministry. Communication will happen with LSS regarding the next step or steps for us.
We will continue to move forward in collecting items
and most certainly will be able to share those donations with a family in the process of resettling in the
USA.
 Planning New member Sunday in May.
 Consider having one worship service on Sunday
mornings beginning the Sunday of Memorial Day
weekend through Labor Day weekend.
 Planning to offer Bonfire worship services again 5
Wednesday evenings this summer.
 Will be using my last week of vacation from 2021
immediately following Easter worship services and
will return to the office April 26.
2. Pastor Nikoli’s Report

Covid: I started having symptoms on Friday (4/1) and tested
positive for Covid-19 on Saturday (4/2). Subsequently, I am
not allowed to leave quarantine until Thursday (4/7/) and will
probably work from home that day as well to be safe.
 8th Grade Retreat: With a gigantic thanks to Kristie Olson for
planning the 8th grade retreat, and another gigantic thanks to
Bridget Cooke for chaperoning with us, we had a really great
time at Gustavus.
 Plastic Challenge: The Confirmation students recently completed their plastic challenge – Kristie did all the leg work for
this and collaborated with the Green Team. We’re proud of
the students for collecting just over 88 pounds of soft plastics
 First Communion: We’re set to welcome close to twenty kids
to Holy Communion on Sunday (4/10). We’ll have a special
blessing for them at an eleven o’clock service.
 Baccalaureate: I will be gathering with our graduating families
soon to start planning the Baccalaureate service, which will
take place on May 22 at 11:00 am. I will reschedule this planning session for April 24 instead.
 Summer Trips and Fundraising: We will be in conversation
with Scandian Grove to see how they’d like to participate in
this exercise as well, as we’ll be joining forces with one of our
Associate Member families who’s membership resides there.
We will be beyond our fundraising goal by the time we close
this April month, which means all of the proceeds from the
upcoming Silent Auction will go towards 2023 trips and beyond. We will be asking all Middle/High School families,
therefore, to participate in that event. In the meantime, we’ll be
getting a list of all the donors that have so far contributed
since the fall of 2019 (some of those funds carried over since
the 2020 trip was cancelled) and will set our 2022 trip families
to write thank-you notes.
 Continuing Education: I have an Enneagram Retreat coming
up, beginning at noon on May 15 and concluding in the evening on May 17. I will be able to be present for my regular Sunday morning duties on the 15th and will take the next two days
from my Continuing Ed allowance.
 Vacation: I will be away from the office beginning April 26 and
will return to the office on May 9.
 Treasurer’s Report:
 Offerings through March were $84,232. This is down $9,579
from giving through March 2021.
 Total expenses through March have been $118,163. This is
deficit of $33,931 between income and expenses. Of note,
there was a beginning balance of $75,224 on 1/1/2022. That
“excess” is now $38,674.
 The budgeted amount through March was $135,104. Expenses are running $16,941 below the budgeted amount through
March.
 The Controlled Savings Balance was $175,722
 The Bank Balance at the end of February was $38,674.
4. Endowment Request: The Library Committee is requesting
funds of $886.53 for two display racks. The funds requested
would come from the Library Endowment Fund. See Action
Item 3.
5. Anti-Racism Team (ART): Members of the ART team has
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COMMITTEES
FINANCE COMMITTEE: Avery Bachman, Scott Fichtner, Mikkel
Haugen, John Lammert, 2 vacancies
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: Dave Arpin, Wendy Bachman, David
Detlefson, Casey Dunker, Deb Fichtner, Jennifer Lammert, Kayla
Siewert
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: Marc Bachman, Deb Fichtner, Al
Hewitt, Darrell Jodock, Jim Kruger
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 6 vacancies
ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE: Al Behrends, Nancy Hanson,
Bill Nelsen, Barbara Simpson, Jim Timmerman, 1 vacancy

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES COMMITTEE: Alie Hermanson,
Eva Kracht, Will Nelsen, Kristi Portugue, Joni Seitzer, Nancy Sizer,
Maggie Weideman, 1 vacancy
COMMUNITY LIFE COMMITTEE: Wendy Bachman, Lynn Burg,
Nancy Kruger, Avis McDaniel, 2 vacancies
MISSION COMMITTEE: Mel Bexell, Sandi Francis, Kathy Schulz,
Meredith Young, Barb Zust, 1 vacancy
PROPERTY COMMITTEE: Jeff Feder, Keith Oeltjenbruns, Cody
Olstad, Leo Strong, Nick Sykora, 1 vacancy
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: Jason Bexell, Brenda Dent, Carolyn
Dobler, Brian Fell, Tim Kennedy, Edi Thorstennson
WORSHIP, MUSIC & ARTS COMMITTEE: Cathy Carlson, Deb Dixon, Mari Feder, Emily Kracht, Paul Matzke, Nancy Roessler.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Sarah Nelsen (President)
Kayla Siewert (Vice President) Personnel Committee Chair
Rita Gibbs (Secretary)
Nominating Committee Chair
Scott Fichtner (Treasurer)
Finance Committee Chair
Jim Timmerman
Adult Education Committee Chair
Alie Hermanson Children, Youth and Families Committee Chair
Nancy Kruger
Community Life Committee Chair
Meredith Young
Mission Committee Chair
Jeff Feder
Property Committee Chair
Brian Fell
Stewardship Committee Chair
Cathy Carlson
Worship, Music & Arts Committee Chair
Pastor Joy Ekstedt: Oversees Finance, Community Life,
Property, Stewardship, Endowment, Personnel, Nominating, and Worship, Music & Arts Committees
Pastor Nikoli Falenschek: Oversees Adult Ed, Mission,
Children, Youth & Families, and Worship, Music & Arts
Committees

Church Council & Committees

been working on language to acknowledge that Trinity is
situated on ancestral homeland of five Native American
tribes. The ART team is planning events to include the
congregation. More to come.
6. Welcome & Farewell:
The Council will welcome Julie Carlson as Trinity’s new
Church Administrator with a coffee hour on May 1.
The Council will wish a fond farewell to Jennifer Hubrig
as she is leaving the Church Administrator position with
a coffee hour on May 8 and to give her a gift. See Action Item 4.
7. Office Carpet Purchase: The Executive Committee
had a special meeting to approve the purchase of new
carpet for the office. This is considered a capital improvement.
8. Committee Reports
 Property Committee: They are getting a few quotes for
roofing options. The new office carpet is being installed.
They are getting bids for pest control and lawn mowing
services.
 Community Life: There will be a volunteer appreciation
brunch for all Trinity members on April 24.
 Children, Youth and Family: Sunday School be ending
on May 8 for this year. The Silent Auction to help fund
youth trips will be moved to next year.
 Worship, Music and Arts: There will be no sunrise Easter service this year. Wednesday summer services will
be determined as to how many and when. They propose that Sunday worship services over the summer
move to one service instead of two services. See Action Item 5.
 Mission: March Food Shelf results are coming. May 5
will be an event to pack welcome kits for Afghan families. A group is looking at providing a community meal
in the fall as a sort of re-invention of The Kitchen. Members of the Catholic and Presbyterian churches are interested in assisting with possibility. Jill Gatzke will represent Trinity in this.
 Adult Education: Adult Forum has 5 sessions left for this
year. They will be reviewing the survey results to look
to refresh and relaunch Adult Education. They are looking at possible book club or integrating with other
events.
 Stewardship: They are working with Community Life on
the Volunteer Appreciation brunch.
B. Actions Taken:
1. Motion M/S/P to approve the agenda for the April
Council meeting.
2. Motion M/S/P to approve the minutes of the March
Council meeting.
3. Motion M/S/P to approve the purchase of library
shelves using the Library Endowment Fund.
4. Motion M/S/P to approve a gift for Jennifer Hubrig’s farewell.
5. Motion M/S/P to approve one summer worship
service on Sundays at 9:00 with coffee at 8:30.
Next meeting: March 10, 2022, at 6:30 pm
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