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Many Thanks! 

Thank you for the cards, gifts, as well as the expressions of kindness and 
support at both of the farewell receptions that marked the end of my call 
at Trinity Lutheran Church.  Thank you to Kayla for the kind words on 
behalf of the congregation.  Thank you to Nancy Kruger and all who 
served.  Thank you to Al Behrends for putting together the powerpoint of 
pictures from over the years.  Thank you to all who had any part in mak-
ing the receptions a wonderful time.  Thank you to the congregation for 
the Hinza bag, 
the Ekelund 
Tea Towel, 
and the quilled 
card of a cat.  
It is all much  
appreciated.  
 

In Christ,  

Pastor Joy  

The Kitchen 

The Kitchen has been going strong again since October 

24, 2022.  We are happy to report we have had good 

attendance and it continues to grow.  We are so thankful 

for the partnership with Church of St. Peter, Union 

Presbyterian, First Lutheran and Scandia Grove.  All 

the churches put some “seed money” in to get us started 

and we were able to start working with Second 

Harvest for food donations.  Trinity will cook 

and serve the meal on April 10.  Please come 

and check us out.  You are welcome for a meal 

and if you’d like to volunteer or make a finan-

cial contribution, please reach out to Sandi 

Francis or Meredith Young.  We can also be 

reached at servingtheneed56082@gmail.com. 

mailto:servingtheneed56082@gmail.com
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Fellow members of Trinity Lutheran Church,  
 

The Executive Committee is taking turns writing a bit for the 
newsletter so you get to know us better. This is my turn, I’m Rita 
Gibbs your Executive Secretary. I have always loved a good sto-
ry.  I admit my brain works in different ways sometimes, like no-
ticing the similarities between the “Princess Bride” movie and the 
Bible.  I can’t say that I have always been an enthusiastic reader 
of the Bible. My initial beginnings resembled the grandson from 
the “Princess Bride”.  His grandpa offers to read him a story and 
the grandson asks if there are any sports in it. Grandpa assures 
him that there is fencing, fighting, torture, revenge, giants, mon-
sters, chases, escapes, true love, and miracles.  To which the 
grandson replies, “Doesn’t sound too bad, I’ll try and stay awake.” 
I admit when I first dabbled in reading the Bible, I felt a bit like the 
grandson trying to make my way through the Bible.  I threw my-
self into my opening endeavor to read cover to cover.  Needless 
to say, I got bogged down somewhere in Kings or Chronicles. 
When I taught Sunday School, I liked how it focused on one char-
acter story at a time. I got brave and tried a women’s Bible study 
group.  It was eye opening that people – other than the pastor- 
could reference parts and stories of the Bible. I wanted that 
knowledge base.  So, I read more of the daily devotion booklets 
and started reading the whole chapter referenced, not just the 
designated couple of verses.  Beth Moore’s studies really un-
packed sections of the Bible.  I was hooked!  The Bible holds 
such a multitude of information.  The history of us, with all of its 
ups and downs.  David’s Psalms remind me when ugly giants are 
stomping in my life to wait upon the Lord.  The wisdom of Prov-
erbs had a faint ring of an advice column like “Dear Abby”.      
Jesus’ parables are like the ultimate TED Talk.  Ephesians chap-
ter 6 taught me how to gear up for the rough days with God’s  

armor.  Galatians 5:22 reminds me that the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
This calls to mind the book “All I Really Need To Know I 
Learned In Kindergarten”, if you throw in a nap.  If the 
ugly giant is stomping all over your life, it is okay to spoil 
the ending by reading the last book of the Bible.  Reve-
lations assures us that Jesus has already won the bat-
tle. It is okay to tell the ugly giant in your life that you 
already know who wins and it isn’t the ugly giant.  May 
you enjoy the lessons and adventures you find when 
you explore the Bible.  Find me and tell me about them, 

I would love to hear them!   

~ Rita Gibbs 

Trinity’s Anniversary 
 

Heritage and Archives:  Did you know …. 
 

On April 24, 1892, our church was founded as The First 
English Evangelical Lutheran congregation of St. Peter.  
“The  Assistant” purchased for Pastor Sander for $100 
was a horse.  Instead of receiving salaries the first few 
years, Pastor Sander and the other two preachers di-
vided whatever was left of the collection money after 
other expenses were paid. 
 

In 1896, the first organ was a regular reed pump organ.  
One morning the organist, failing to get any sound from 
the organ for the hymns, found that the two boys paid 
10 cents a service to pump the organ had fallen asleep.  
 

In 1914, a pipe organ was installed with a “vote of 
thanks to the Ladies Aid and to the Pipe Organ Com-
mittee.  
 

In 1916, the congregation changed its constitution to 
permit women to vote in all church affairs, “a progres-
sive step”! 
 

In 1932, the original church building was enlarged, re-
modeled, and dedicated.  The original wooden altar and 
pulpit went to a mission church in Markville, MN.  
 

In 1936, the name of the congregation, First English 
Evangelical Church, was changed to Trinity Lutheran 
Church. 
 

In 1939, the church steeple was removed. 
 

On Palm Sunday, April 11, 1954, ground was broken 
for the Parish Hall/Education wing and was first used by 
the Sunday School on June 26, 1955, and dedicated on 
September 25, 1955. 
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 Confirmation Schedule Update 
 

APRIL: 
April 12: Class 6:15 pm -7 
April 19: Class 6:15 pm - 7 
April 26: End of year party 6:15 pm – 7 
 

There will not be Worship Wednesday evenings after March. 
 

Thank you 
 

We truly appreciate your patience and understanding during our 
transition time. 

CYF & Church Council 

 

 

 

 

  

Youth Leading the Lords Pray for Lenten Worship!  
 

Coloring Activities 
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March 
 

 
Peter’s First Easter, (E Wan), by Walter 
Wangerin Jr.  This message shows us 
the wonder of God’s forgiveness through 
Peter’s earthly relationship with Jesus. 
 

 
 
 

Living The Resurrection, (5 Pet),  
by Eugene H. Peterson.  You’ll be a 
participant in the story, so its meaning 
and wonder can enliven your soul…the 
resurrection becomes the core reality of 
our spiritual formation. 
 
 
 

Images of God, For Young Children,    
(E Del), by Marie-Helene Delval. God is 
joy, wisdom, light, bread and breath.  
This book presents, in an appropriate 
language for children, and remains faith-
ful to the spirit of the biblical texts. 

 
 

 
 

The Greatest Story Ever Told, (1.2 Our),  
by Fulton Oursler.  Written with powerful 
simplicity, this story has recaptured the 
original setting of our Lord’s life. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Preparing My Heart for Easter, (5 Ste), 
by Ann Marie Stewart.  A celebration 
of Christ’s amazing love in the form of 
an eight-week/chapters Bible Study…
daily studies and weekly devotions. 

Adult Forum 

 

 

Join us Sundays from 10:30 am to 11:30 am in the church 
Library. 
 

April 2 - No adult forum, Palm Sunday. 
 

April 9 - No adult forum, Easter Sunday. 
 

April 16 - Book Club “Kick-off” plans for a monthly Trinity 
Book Club.  
 

April 23 - Earth Day by Trinity’s Green Team – Genevieve 
Brand presenting “Plants to the Rescue”, native MN polli-
nators and plants and their potential in our landscapes. 
 

April 30 - Book discussion on Everything You Wanted to 
Know About Indians But Were Afraid to Ask, by Dr. Kelly 
Sherman-Conroy, Native Theologian, Lutheran Pastor, 
Mato Wašté Winyan (Good Bear Woman) and member of 
the Oglala Sioux Tribe. By dei.B Team. 
 

NOTE: The book discussion will start at 9:30 am followed 
by a field trip tour to Mankato historical sites. 

How are you preparing yourself for a new 
celebration of Easter?  Enjoy these Easter 
selections to help you prepare: 
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A Recycling Opportunity 

On Earth Day, Saturday, April 22 from 9:00 am - 

2:00 pm.  Mankato Zero Waste is sponsoring a re-

cycling day of Styrofoam - only the rigid white varie-

ty, as well as securely bagged packing peanuts.  

For more information, please consult the poster on 

the bulletin board by the plastic recycling contain-

ers.  And speaking of that collection, bench #2 will 

be arriving sometime this Spring!! Many thanks for 

all those contributing! 
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Healing Through Stories: Dakota History 
 with Dr. Kelly Sherman-Conroy 

 

Sunday, April 30, 9:30 am, please join us for this re-scheduled 
event from last Fall.  We will have an hour of conversation with 
Dr. Kelly in the Trinity Library, followed by her walking us 
through the painful history of the largest mass execution in 
U.S.  History as we travel to Sibley Park and Reconciliation 
Park. Lunch on our own will follow, allowing for more conversa-
tion with Dr. Kelly.  Consider coming for some or all portions of 
the morning.  This meaningful event is appropriate for adults 
and upper elementary students.  Dr. Kelly Sherman-Conroy is 
a  Native Theologian, ELCA Lutheran Pastor, Mato Wašté 
Winyan (Good Bear Woman) and member of the Oglala Sioux 
Tribe. …. 
This event is sponsored by Trinity’s dei.B Team 

 

 

 

 

Bible 
Study 

Third Monday of each month at 
1:30 pm at Realife Cooperative 

From the Green Team  

Our Environment is in Trouble!! Minnesota Plants 
to the Rescue 
During Adult Ed hour, April 23, Genevieve Brand of Seed-to-
Site will bring us up to speed on native plants and why they are 
so important to our environment — plus their potential for 
YOUR landscaping. Genevieve is a Conservation Botanist and 
resident of Saint Peter. Her work takes her throughout the 
southern half of Minnesota, from prairies to forest, as she at-
tempts to rescue and promote our native biodiversity.  To those 
attending, a gift coupon will be yours - redeemable for a starter 
plant at the History Center 
plant sale to be held in mid-

June. Hope you can join us! …. 

This event is sponsored by  
Trinity’s Green Team 

 

Our next WELCA meeting will be Sunday, April 16, at 9:00 
am during the coffee time.  All are welcome! 
 

The SW MN Synod spring convention is Friday, May 5, in 
Slayton, MN  Check our WELCA bulletin board for registra-
tion or contact Nancy Kruger if interested in attending with 
her.  
 

The ‘Spring Fling’ luncheon is on Saturday, May 6, at 10:00 
am.  More details to come! 
 

Thanks to Trinity quilters and Ginny Bakke for their presenta-
tion of Trinity’s global quilt mission work at the Adult Forum 
on March 26.  
 

Thanks to all for their donations of soup and work time at the 
Lenten soup suppers!  AND, thanks to all for your work at 
our funeral/memorial service meals. 
 

 - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

The SW MN Synodical Convention of Women of the ELCA 

will be Friday, May 5, at Shetek Lutheran Ministries near 

Slayton, Minnesota.  Make plans now to attend and join your 

sisters in Christ as we gather to “Renew, Redo, and Re-

joice!”  Come to the one-day convention for worship, speak-

ers, displays, and fellowship!  A tentative convention sched-

ule and registration forms are located on the WELCA bulletin 

board.  Car pooling available.   
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Sunday Monday Tuesday 

   

 Palm Sunday 2 
8:00 - 11:00 am Bake Sale and Silent Auction 

 8:00 am Celebration Singers Rehearsal 

 8:00 am Worship Service  

 9:00 am Coffee Fellowship  

 9:30 am Worship Service  

 9:30 am Sunday School  

10:30 am No Adult Forum  

     3 
 4:30 pm Brass Rehearsal 
 5:30 pm The Kitchen  
 7:00 pm Worship & Music Committee  
    Meeting  

    4 

 9:00 am  NO Trinity Women Mission Quilters 

 5:00 pm Mission Committee Meeting 

 5:30 pm Executive Committee Meeting 

 6:30 pm CYF Committee Meeting 

 7:00 pm All Committee Meetings 

 

  

 Easter   9  
 

 7:30 am Celebration Singers Rehearsal 
 8:00 am Worship Service  

 9:00 am Coffee Fellowship  

 9:30 am Worship Service  

10:30 am No Adult Forum  

 Office Closed 10 
 5:30 pm The Kitchen 

   11 

 5:30 pm  Finance Committee Meeting 

 6:30 pm  Church Council Meeting 

   16 
 8:00 am Celebration Singers Rehearsal 

 8:00 am Worship Service  

 9:00 am Coffee Fellowship  

 9:30 am Contemporary Worship Service  

 9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Adult Forum  

    17 
 1:30 pm Hope Circle At Realife  
    Cooperative 

  5:30 pm The Kitchen 
 
  

   18 

9:00 am  Trinity Women Mission Quilters 

  

 

 

 

     23 
 

 8:00 am Celebration Singers Rehearsal 

 8:00 am Worship Service  

 9:00 am Coffee Fellowship  

 9:30 am Worship Service  

 9:30 am Sunday School  

10:30 am Adult Forum - Earth Day  

 

    24 
   

5:30 pm The Kitchen 
 

 

  

   25 

  7:00 pm Green Team Meeting  

 

  

     30 
 

 8:00 am Celebration Singers Rehearsal 

 8:00 am Worship Service  

 9:00 am Coffee Fellowship  

 9:30 am Worship Service  

 9:30 am Sunday School  

10:30 am Adult Forum   
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       1 
 

   5 
9:30 am Staff Meeting 

4:30 pm Brass Rehearsal 
6:15 pm Confirmation 

 Maundy Thursday 6 
 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Worship 
     Service  

   
  

  

Good Friday  7 
 7:00 pm Good Friday  
    Worship Service  

   8 
 

    12 
9:30 am Staff Meeting 

6:15 pm Confirmation  

 

  

   13 
  
  

    14  
     

   15 
    

   19 
9:30 am Staff Meeting 

6:15 pm Confirmation 

    20 
 
  

    21 
  

 

    22 
  

   26 
9:30 am Staff Meeting 

6:15 pm Confirmation 
 

   27 
    

    28 

  

   29 
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Minutes continued from page 11. 

In Memory of 
 

Beatrice Martinson 
 

April 27, 1923 - March 9, 2023 
 

  
 

Willie Lindquist 
 

February 18, 1933 — March 26, 2023 

Land Acknowledgment  

We acknowledge that Trinity Lutheran Church is situat-
ed on the ancestral homeland of the Wahpeton, 
Wahpekute, Sisseton, Očhéthi Šakówiŋ, and Dakota 
people. We also acknowledge that we as a church 
body have a variety of thoughts and feelings as to how 
we should reconcile this fact. We as a church commit 
to continuing the important work of challenging our-
selves and our congregation to live the love of Christ in 
all we do.  

10. Committee Reports 
Property Committee: They will be reviewing some minor issues at 
the rental houses.  
Community Life: The farewell celebration for Pastor Joy went well.  
They will be packing goodie bags for the graduates. 
Children, Youth and Family: The Christikon trip is going well. TLC 
will be doing Vacation Bible School together with First Lutheran this 
year. First Lutheran is doing a Lock-In on April 21 and invited the 
youth from TLC. Katherine Dunn and Larissa Gieseke-Nieves have 
taken the responsibility of leading the Sunday School program for 
the 2022-23 year without staff support and so the Council would like 
to provide each of them an Honorarium of $150 each. See Action 
Item 7. 
Worship, Music and Arts: They have changed their committee meet-
ing night to accommodate the members. The plants for the Easter 
Garden have been ordered. They have a dilemma about filling the 
candles for services. 
Mission: They are collecting food and funds for the March Food 
Shelf project. 
Adult Education: They have several Sundays scheduled. April 16 
they will be starting a book club. 
Stewardship: They are planning some kind of volunteer apprecia-
tion. 
 

B. Responsibilities Assigned: 
 Marc will continue to look into rental property options going forward. 
 Meredith will continue the process of interviewing and hiring for our 

open positions. 
All Council members need to check their boxes on the office counter at 

regular intervals. 
Actions Taken:  
1. Motion M/S/P to approve the agenda for the March Council meeting.  
2. Motion M/S/P to approve the minutes of the Feb. Council meeting.  

3. Motion M/S/P to approve Gretchen Bachman as member 
of Personnel Committee for a 2-year term.  
4. Motion M/S/P to approve Carrie Albers as member of 
Worship, Music & Art Committee for a 2-year term.  
5. Motion M/S/P to approve taking down the timeline and 
storing it in the Archives room.  
6. Motion M/S/P (Electronic Vote on March 8, 2023) to ap-
prove a change in Sunday worship times to 8:00 and 9:30, 
effective March 19 with Sunday School students being dis-
missed after the Children’s Sermon in the second service. 
Adult Education will move to after the second service with the 
option of moving the time earlier as needed. 
7. Motion M/S/P to approve an Honorarium of $150 each for 
Katherine Dunn and Larissa Gieseke-Nieves for work above 
and beyond leading the Sunday School program with limited 
staff assistance. Funds to be taken from the Children, Youth & 
Family Endowment. 
8. Motion M/S/P to approve a motion to adjourn. 
 

Next meeting: Tuesday, April 11, 2023, at 6:30 pm.  
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We are so fortunate to have very generous members 
and friends that help us Gather, Grow and Go!  If you are 
interested in supporting our ministries here are some 
options for you: 

Text: send message to 844-373-8817 with the amount 
you would like to contribute (example: 25). 

App: download Vanco Mobile through your app store. 

Web: click on the Give button on our website. 

Mail:  511 S 5th St, St. Peter, MN 56082 

Thank you for your support! 

Offering Options 

Any committees or individuals that have information 
for the May newsletter need to have it turned in no 
later than April 20.   
 
 

Please use the Publishing Request Form which  is 
available in the church office and send the infor-
mation to: editor@trinitystpeter.org.  Thank you! 

Trinity in Transition 

  

Members of Trinity, please make note of the following during this period before our Interim Pastor begins on  
June 1, 2023.  When the Synod approves our agreement with the Interim Pastor we will introduce him. 
 

 Until June 1, the Executive Committee is meeting with staff in place of the pastor to maintain the church calen-
dar, set weekly worship plans and ensure all functions of Trinity continue to thrive. 

  
 Until June 1, if there is a concern or a need you would have contacted a Pastor about, please contact Kristen and 

she will have someone from the Executive Committee contact you. 
  
 The members of Trinity’s Church Council are available to listen to you, answer your questions and/or take your 

questions to Committee or Council meetings to be addressed. 
  
The Church Council asks you to pray for Trinity and our continued mission to Gather, Grow and Go. 
 

  Pulpit Support this Spring: 
  

  April 2  Pastor Laura Aase 
  April 6  Pastor Rebecca Sullivan 
  April 7  Pastor Grady St. Dennis 
  April 9  Pastor Grady St. Dennis 
  April 16  Pastor Dave Christenson 
  April 23  Pastor Laura Aase 
  April 30  Pastor Dave Christenson 
  May 7   Pastor Laura Aase 
  May 14  Pastor Bob Broeder 
  May 21  Pastor Laura Aase 
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 Thank you to Bob Broeder for offering the sermon 
on Sunday, March 5. 

 Thank you to Gretchen Bachman, Wendy and 
Marc Bachman, Nancy Sizer, Cary and Paul Al-
bers, Al Behrends, Tim Kennedy, Jason Bexell, 
Lauryn Oberlander, Anders Dixon, Lily Deming and 
Keira Oeltjenbruns for participating in the Readers 
Theater at mid-week Lenten worship services. 

 I have selected Scripture readings for all the mid-
week Lenten worship services. I have also pre-
pared and provided the order of service so that lay 
members can lead the services beginning March 
15. 

 TLC’s 5-8 grade confirmation students are meeting 
the Wednesdays of Lent following worship for small 
group conversations.  I have prepared for them 
prompt questions based on the topic for each of 
the mid-week Lenten services. 

 Attended and tended to the Zoom meeting for each 
of the Thursday evening Simpson Forum sessions 
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on Democracy and Christianity.  The planning team creat-
ed (another) wonderful learning event! 

 The Committee-Council retreat this year on Feb 11 was led 
by the Executive Committee.  I was glad they were able to 
use (and slightly adapt) questions I created for last year’s 
retreat based on the Appreciative Inquiry process.  It is a 
great process that draws out the very best of a system (like 
a congregation).  You build on what is good and valued. 

 Installation of all committee and council members was held 
the day after the retreat, on Feb 12. It was great to see so 
many elected leaders present and visible. 

 Executive Committee will be made aware of these things 
regarding TLC’s Confirmation program: 1) the schedule 
(dates and topic) of the 2023 spring classes; 2) the 2-year 
rotation of topics; 3) consideration is highly encouraged for 
something new for 5th grade students.  It is too long of a 
day for them to be in school and then expected to be at 
confirmation until 8 pm on Wednesday evenings. 

 Executive Committee will be made aware of scheduling 
First Communion classes for any youth interested – and 
also options for the Blessing for the First Communion Sun-
day.  Parents are to attend this instruction with their child. 
This Blessing in the worship service has happened either 
on Maundy Thursday or Palm Sunday since 2015. 

 Executive Committee will be made aware of scheduling 
Baccalaureate service for the TLC high school seniors. 

 Executive Committee will be made aware of scheduling 
new member orientation and a Sunday to formally receive 
new members.  This has been done 2 times each year, 
shortly after Easter and on Reformation Sunday or All 
Saints Sunday.  (A few years ago Affirmation of Baptism 
service was moved from early in May to Reformation Sun-
day so new member Sunday was moved to the following 
week.) 

 I anticipate an exit interview will be scheduled on or before 
March 14. 

 Thank you to one and all for all the ways you have served 
and will continue to serve in and beyond the walls of Trinity 
Lutheran Church.  I have learned much from you and, of 
course, it is always a privilege to serve as a pastor of a 
congregation. 

 

2.    Treasurer’s Report  
 The offerings as of February 28, 2023 were $49,476.65. 
 The total expenses through February 28, 2023 were 

$59,685.19. 
 Expenses exceed offerings by $10,208.54. 
 The checking account balance as of February 28, 2023 is 

$55,994.39. 
 
 

3. Financial Report 
 The rental houses passed city inspection.  Marc is still re-

searching what we would need to consider if we sell the 
rental houses and have them moved from the current loca-
tion. 

Church Council Meeting Minutes – March 14, 2023  
 

Present: Kayla Siewert, Meredith Young, Rita Gibbs, Alie Her-
manson, Nancy Kruger, Jeff Feder, Carolyn Dobler, Marc Bach-
man, Nancy Roessler, Jim Timmerman, Kristie Gurrola, Pastor 
Heather Culuris  
Absent: Jeff Feder  

Devotions:  Alie  

A. Business Discussed: 

1. Pastor Joy’s Report 

 Pastoral care – made all the home Communion visits and 
also Communion visits at the nursing home and assisted 
living facilities. It was great to see everyone and to hear 
their appreciation for my visits to them over the years.  It 
was, as well, great for me to express my appreciation in 
getting to visit with them, 

 Had been contacted by Jamie at Sand Prairie to lead Ash 
Wednesday devotion with Holy Communion.  Despite the 
snowstorm, I led that service on Ash Wednesday. 

 Home Communion list is up to date and will be handed 
over to Executive Committee.  All but one (a member living 
in Mankato) of the people living independently has a TLC 
Companion. 

 Will be meeting with Kay Mowbray and Bill Nelsen to gath-
er details for the memorial services for Dale and Margie. 
This information for the printed order of service is needed 
much earlier than usual so that Kristen can enjoy the vaca-
tion days she has requested. 

 Met with family of Leona Herberg to plan her memorial ser-
vice.  That service was held March 4.  

 Met with Josh and Vlada Gladis to have conversation with 
them before Walter’s baptism on March 5. 
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COMMITTEES 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Avery Bachman, Marc Bachman, Mikkel 

Haugen, John Lammert, 2 vacancies 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: Wendy Bachman, David Detlefson,  

Casey Dunker, Jennifer Lammert, Sarah Nelsen, Meredith Young 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: Carolyn Dobler, Darrel Jodock, Jim 

Kruger, Marc Bachman, Thomas Young   

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 6 vacancies 

ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE: Al Behrends, Nancy Hanson, 

Bill Nelsen, Kris Rosacker, Barbara Simpson, Jim Timmerman,         

1 vacancy 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES COMMITTEE: Katherine Dunn, 

Alie Hermanson, Eva Kracht, Gretchen Lind, Will Nelsen, Kristi  

Portugue, Nancy Sizer, Maggie Weideman, 1 vacancy 

COMMUNITY LIFE COMMITTEE: Cathy Carlson, Nancy Kruger, 

Vonnie Nelson-Borgmeier, 2 vacancies 

MISSION COMMITTEE: Mel Bexell, Sandi Francis, Sarah Conlon,  

Kristie Gurrola, Beverly Pillers 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE: Paul Albers, Jeff Feder, Duane Krenz, 

Cody Olstad, Leo Strong, Barry Wood 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: Jason Bexell, Brenda Dent, Carolyn 

Dobler, Edi Thorstennson, 2 vacancies 

WORSHIP, MUSIC & ARTS COMMITTEE: Deb Dixon, Paul Matzke, 

Nancy Roessler, Cary Albers, Mari Feder, 1 vacancy 

 The Trinity payroll is being done at Johnson & Hoehn 
and it is going well. 

 Endowment Request to use $2400 from the Simpson 
Forum Fund for the 2023 Simpson Forum. See Action 
Item 5. 

 The Endowment Report for 2022 was reviewed.  It 
was noted that there were funds left that could have 
been requested. 

 The Rental houses were discussed and will be re-
searched for future opportunities. See Action Item 6. 

 
 

4.    Pastor Heather Culuris / SWMN Synod 
 Pr. Heather reviewed the process for the call process 

including the Mission Assessment, calling an Interim 
Pastor, creating a call committee and a congregation-
al vote once a new pastor is located. 

 
 

5.    Personnel 
 The Financial Support Specialist position is still post-

ed. 
 The Building Supervisor position has a description 

and is posted.  
 Youth Director position description is not firm at this 

time. 
 

6. Council Appointments 
 Names were brought forward by council members to 

fill vacancies on council and committees. 
 Gretchen Bachman was nominated to be join the Per-

sonnel Committee for a 2-year term.  See Action Item 
3. 

 Carrie Albers was nominated to be a committee 
member for the Worship, Music & Arts Committee for 
a 2-year term.  See Action Item 4. 

 

7. Timeline in Narthex 
 The timeline in the Narthex needs to be taken down 

and stored in Archives at this time.  It was done for 
Trinity’s 125 anniversary as a temporary presentation. 
There is discussion for plans to refresh the Narthex 
area in the near future as well.  See Action Item 5. 

 

8.   Trauma Counseling  
 Pastor Heather Culuris from the Synod provided 

dates for the suggested Trauma Counseling sessions 
on March 9 from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm and March 14 
from 4:00 to 6:30 pm. 

 

9. Worship & Sunday School Times 
 After listening to discussion from the congregation 

about changing Sunday worship services back to 
8:00 am and 9:30 am it was clear there is a prefer-
ence to return to the previous times for worship with 
Sunday School students released after the children’s 
sermon.  See Action Item 6. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

Kayla Siewert (President) 

Meredith Young (Vice President)Personnel Committee Chair 

Rita Gibbs (Secretary) Nominating Committee Chair 

Marc Bachman (Treasurer) Finance Committee Chair 

Jim Timmerman Adult Education Committee Chair 

Alie Hermanson Children, Youth and Families Committee Chair 

Nancy Kruger Community Life Committee Chair 

Kristis Gurrola Mission Committee Chair 

Jeff Feder Property Committee Chair 

Carolyn Dobler Stewardship Committee Chair 

Nancy Roessler Worship, Music & Arts Committee Chair 

 

Minutes continue on page 8. 
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Lead Pastor:      

Church Secretary: Kristen Thomas   office@trinitystpeter.org 

Church Administrator:    finance@trinitystpeter.org 

Organist/Pianist: Judy Maharry   music@trinitystpeter.org 

Celebration Singers Director: Annette Meeks   music@trinitystpeter.org 

PraiseBAND Director: Avis McDaniel    

JOY! Choir Director: Nancy Sizer    

Stamp 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Friday 

8:30 am to  

12:00 pm 

507 - 934 - 4786 

office@trinitystpeter.org 

www.trinitystpeter.org 

Address label 

  


